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HI,  by  N.  jl.  Pliflp.",  in  theCkik'BOllice  of  U.u  District  C( 


The  following  sheets  comprise  a  few  chapters  of  a  work,  rcrcnlly  p\ilj- 
lished  by  the  author,  entitled  "  llisroiiY  ok  SntsuuKV,  XIrxnhy  and 
Canton"  ;  and  as  tliese  cliapters  relate  to  subjects  of  general  interest,  ihey 
arc  published,  in  this  form,  for  a  wider  circulation  than  tlie  History,  in  which 
they  originally  appeared,  can  command. 

It  is  believed  that  this  pamphlet  will  be  found  to  contain  some  valuable 
information  never  before  published,  and  many  facts  and  incidents  worthy  of 
preservatit)n.  The  only  merit — if  indeed  it  is  entitled  to  any — claimed  for 
it,  is  that  it  contains  a  correct  statement  of  facts,  drawn,  in  most  cases,  from 
record  and  other  documentary  proof. 


THE  COPPER  MINES, 


AT  GH.ANnV,  CONNECTICUT. 


Thjc  Copper  Mines.   Discovery.   Magnitude  of  the  Works.   Arnovint  of  Di^^lmrsonujrUs. 
Smelling  Worlis  at  IJaiiovcr.   Tlie  Plici-nix;  Mining  Company.  1705--1&33. 

The  copper  mines,  known  afterwards  as  tlie  site  of  the 
cclcbiated  state  prison,  called  Newgate,  are  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  the  east  mountain  in  Granhy.  The  pl;ice,  Jor 
many  years,  was  called  "  Copper  IlilL"  It  is  not  known 
at  what  period  copper  ore  was  tirst  discovered  here.  The 
first  record  evidence  relating  to  the  mines  is  under  date  of 
Decemher,  1705,  when,  at  a  town  meeting"  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Simshury,*  upon  suggestion  made  that  theie  was 
a  mine  either  of  silver  or  copper  found  in  the  town,"  a 
connnittee  was  appointed  to  make  searcli  for  the  same  and 
report  to  a  future  meeting-. 

The  report  of  the  conmiittee  docs  not  a])pear  on  record, 
hut  is  presumed  to  have  l)een  favorable  to  the  discovery,  for 
in  1707  an  association,  cotn})rising  all  such  proprietors  of 
the  town  as  had  subsciibed,  or  who  within  a  limited  time 
should  suhscrilje  the  aiticles  of  agreement,  was  formed  to 
work  the  mines.  Copper-hill  at  this  time  was  a  wilder- 
ness ; — and  as  none  of  the  lands  in  lluit  vicinity  had  Ijeen 
sold  or  granted,  the  right  of  soil  renuiined  in  the  ''^proprie- 
tors of  the  town,"  nearly  all  of  wlmm  came  into  this  agree- 
ment. The  association,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the 
works,  was  to  allow  the  town  ten  shillings  qu  each  ion  of 
copper  produced,  ami  to  divide  tlie  residue  among  the  part- 
ners of  the  concern  in  propoition  to  the  amounts  of  tbeir 
respective  lists.  The  mining  o[)eraiions  conmienced  ahout 
tliistime,  <and  under  this  partnersbi[)  concern. 

*Tlie  mines  then,  und  fur  eijj,lil y  \  j  uIIltw  aids,  were  wiUiin  the  t/^wn  of 
Sims  bury. 
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I'his  company  dug  the  ore  only — they  (hd  not  inidertake 
to  anielt  it.  But,  in  the  same  year,  tliey  entered  into  acon- 
tr;ict  with  Me.ssrs.  Jolin  \Voodl)ridi>e  of  Sprinf^fieUl,  Dudh'y 
Woodbridge  of  Simshiiry,  and  Timothy  Woodbridge  Jr. 
then  of  Hartford,  all  clerg3'men,  by  which  these  gentlemen 
agreed  to  run  and  refme  the  ore,  and  cast  tbe  metal  into 
l)ar3  lit  for  transportation  or  a  market ; — and  after  deducting 
the  tenth  p;ut  belonging  to  the  town,  of  which  two-thirds 
thereof  was  to  he  given  for  the  maintenance  "  of  an  able 
schoolmaster  in  Simsbnry,"  and  the  other  third  to  the 
Collegiate  school,"  Yale  Collegia, — tlie  residue  w'as  to  he 
equally  divided  between  them  and  the  proprietors  or  work- 
ers of  the  mine. 

The  business  was  carried  on  in  this  manner  l)ut  a  few 
years — probabl}^  becr.use  the  smelting  process  w^as  not 
understood,  and  could  not  he  proceeded  with  to  the  advan- 
tage of  either  pariy.  In  1712,  the  proprietors,  or  "  asso- 
ciation," appointed  a  committee  to  call  tbe  contractors  to 
account,  and,  if  nec(^ssary,  to  sue  them  for  the  ore  that  had 
been  brought  to  them  at  divers  times." 

I'he  legislature,  in  consideration  that  "  apul)lic  l^enefit" 
might  result  from  tbes<!  mines,  and  to  aid  the  proprietors  in 
the  management  thereof,  passed  an  act  in  1709,  vesting  the 
right  to  control  all  matters  relating  to  the  mines  "  in  the 
ma  jor  part  of  the  proprietors  according  to  the  interest  of  each 
proprietor,"  and  providing  for  organizing  and  holdingmeet- 
ings  of  the  proprietors,  and  appointing  a  C(immitt(>e  to  man- 
age their  concerns.  The  act  also  })rovid(Ml  for  the  adjudi- 
cation of  all  matters  in  controversy  between  any  and  all 
persons  connected  witb  the  mines,  b}^  a  l)oard  of  three  com- 
niission(!rs,  with  power  to  smnmon  a  jury  in  cases  where  the 
sum  in  controversy  exc(^eded  a  certain  amount.  Thiscoiut 
held  its  sessions  generally  at  the  minims,  though  sometimes 
at  other  plac(\s.  It  bad  a  clerk',  and  its  jurisdiction,  in 
amount  of  damages  chiime.d,  was  co-extensive  with  ibat  of 
C\)unty  courts.  A  vast  deal  of  business  was  disposed  of  by 
this  tribunal,  by  the  agency  of  which,  both  time  and  exp(uise 
was  saved  by  the  litigating  parties. 
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The  business  on  tlio  [)art  oi'  the  piojuit'lors  was  iiiaimgcd 
ciiuK'f  tlic  provisions  oi'  lliis  act,,  and  olhci'  similar  acts,  l)y  a 
oonniiiUt'c  a[)poin(i'il  annually  dujin^-  the  w  liulc  time  that 
tlic  mines  wcvc  woikcd,  (brlorc  the  IMiumix  company  coin- 
jnriiced  O[)t'rations,)  a,  period  of  over  sixty  \e.irs.  'J'liis 
Gcunnnttee,  al  vaiions  times,  madii  leases  to  se\'eral  individ- 
uals or  companies,  of  certain  poitions  or  specitied  rights  in 
the  common  lands  where  copper  ore  had  Ixcn  or  miyht  he 
discovered,  durmi^  a  term  of  years  ; — the  lessees  on  their 
part  a<^reeini^'  to  pay  to  the  commutee  a  per  centa^e  on  the 
ore  j)rocuretl  ;  or  a  cmtain  portion,  g'enerally  one-thiitieth 
part,  of  the  coj)per  extracted  from  the  ore  ami  jnanulactm-ed 
Jit  I'or  market.  In  no  case  did  any  of  these  leases  extend 
beyond  thn ty  years. 

Some  ol"  thi!  \veaUhiest  capitalists  in  Boston  and  Ne'v/ 
York,  took  leases  and  enil)arke(l  in  the  enlerpris(\  A  com- 
[)any  to(j,  helon^jing  to  Holland,  ami  another  c(.inipany 
beloiii^ing-  t(;  London,  were  for  many  3'ears  interested  in  the 
concern,  and  I'nrmahed  lari4('  srims  of  money  to  carry  on  the 
works.  The  W  oodbridice  famil  \\  Jind  at  least  one  mendier 
of  the  Wyllys  fandly,  were  many  years  hug(dy  enga^aHl  in 
the  business.  These  iidinni^'  operations  were  very  exten- 
sively pursued  from  1713  to  about  1737,  and  to  sonu'  extent 
until  the  war  oi'  1775.  Tlui  amount  of  money  ex];)c;nded 
cannot  be  ascertained,  but  nmst  have  been  veiy  lai^e. 
Uurinij-  a  })e.riod  of  two  years  from  Augirst,  17J(),  otie  com- 
pan}',  under  the  superintendence  of  JClias  Boudmol,*  ex- 
pended about  {.\\icL'  thousand  dollars.  A  petition,  datijd  in 
1723,  states  that  tlie  cf)pper  work's  had  brought  into  this 
plaiUation  bom  foreign  countries,  ai)out  ten  tboiisand 
poutids."  (joveinor  ]>elcher,  of  J)OSion,  in  a  letter  dated 
1735,  .states  that  iluring  al»()ut  twenty-three  years,  he  had 
disbuised  tipwarvl.^of  fiftetMi  thousand  pounJ^.f  '-^'h(>  expeu- 

'I'iiis  Mr.  i!(i\i(liii(it  i^'sidcd  tor  soiiio  I iiiie  in  Siiusl/iiry.  Jin  w.t.s  Lii;cc:,tui' 
of  Ui'j  lale  [''.li'.is  Ijoudinot,  of  Nuvv  Jtnse;,  ,  Avho  was  it  disi;iii;ui>liod  stalos- 
luaii,  ;li;>I  tin'  lir.-~t  sn[)rriiituii(l(Mil  of  tlio  I'liitcd  Mai.  ^  Mint  at  J-'liiiad.'ljdiia. 

]  This  lotlLT  is  addrosscd  lo  Jolm  Uuiiiphvy,  Jo-rpli  PotoiM.iio,  aod  Sutih,.-1 
PcltihoiK',  a  coinuiil'fo  of  tliL'  iiroprictora,  u  lio  bad  callod  upun  liiiii  to  settle 
I* 
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elilnros  of  the  oihci  companies  are  not  Icnow  ii,        in  the 
a!.,^U"rei,'"atc  nuisl  lia\e  anioiiatcil  to  a  large  r^niii. 

ACtei  17-.M5  v/licn  a  division  of  llie  nn'nin'j  lands  took 
|)Iacr  aiiioni;'  the  h  Sooe?,  each  conijjany  workcti  at.  .separate 
mines,  all  situaU'il  upon  Copper-hill,  and  (oxeeplinL'  liig"- 
h'v's)  willnn  the  compass  of  loss  than  one  inilo.  The  worky 
moat  improved,  and  where  tlie  i^'realest  excavations  wcnc 
made,  were  fcuhM  qm'ntly  purchased  for  a  siatt,'  prison.  At 
t'.iis  place, two  per[)endicuiar  shafts  were  dMi-:, chielly  through 
rocks,  one  extendii^.g-  to  the  depth  of  over  &e\eni:\  i'eet,  and 
ihe  other  about  thirt3'-five  feet.  From  ihe  bottom  of  tr:ese 
shat'ts  caverns  e\xa\'ated  for  ore  extend  in  vaiions  threc- 
tions,  some  lour  or  fjve  himdred  leet,  iiicluding  "j(  \i'ls"' 
or  drains  for  ihscharg'ing  the  writer.  oome  [)arts  of  these 
excavations  ar(i  now  entirely  filled  witii  water.  At  IligieA's 
tnine,  which  lies  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  (his, 
extensive  ohl  workings  exist,  tliough  C(mnn(>nc(,d  at  a  later 
period  than  the  others.  M\\  Ednmnd  Qeiiu:y,  of  l)v;slon, 
had  a  company  of  miners  working-  at  tins  place  at  the  hie;ik- 
ir.g-  out  of  the  war  of  the  revolution  ;  soon  alter  whicli  the 
A\  orks  were  abandoned. 

In  1731,  a  nev/  coni]>any  wxas  formed,  consisting- of  Adam 
Winthrop,  (Jeorge  Cradock,  .James  ]V)wdoii^,  Job  Le\\  is, 
Josliua  Wmslovv',  jjenjamin  Pemberton  a].d  North  Ingham, 
ai!  of  Boston, who  loolc  a  least-  by  which  a  siXth  pait  of  the 
mines  was  conveyed  to  them  for  tlie  iei^i  of  thirty  years. 
'V\il<  lease  was  sigutHl  by  Sainuel  Ilumplny,  Jc'-epii  Oase. 
ap.d  J(^s(^pli  [Mielps,a  cominittee  i:i  beiudf  of  llie  town  pro- 
prietors. It  is  not  knev.  n  to  \\'hut  extent,  or  how  long',  this 
c()m|fany  pursued  the  businovs. 

In  addition  lo  tlie  persons  already  naiued.  as  lessees,  or 
otherVv'ise  interested  in  the  miues,  Jared  lOiliot  of  Killing- 
v/t)rtli,  *  Jahleei  Brenton  of  Rhode  ishnul,  Charles  Cr(  nnne- 

tiir  l.'.vck  icnts.  'I'lic  oriiiivul  lft1(.  r  i:^  ii,  the  pudsc.^sion  el'  D(  ^iij..-js  iluiiiplivy 
Esq.;.  .ksrcliJjhl  i^'JiUili  lluihiyJii-^  r..-.,.]. 

wortii. 
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liii  of  Ne\v  York,  William  Pa.tridgv  of  lio^^ton,  atid  siiiKiiy 
other  nL'i'.^()ns,  were  conc'i'ticd  at  various  tioios,  atdl  in  diih'r- 
eiit  companios. 

Eiiiiincors  and  siijXM-iiiiciK'ciits  IVoiri  .l-jirop'.',  somk!  of 
th(MU  pcrt?oiis  of  distiiictioii.  mikI  iniiK^s  iVoiii  (ii'inuinVi 
wcro  erii[)loycHl  in  ('icso  wani.-".  Aitioiig  iheiii  wt^c  Major 
John  Sy dervclt,  wlio  roniaiiii'd  in  vSinislniry  until  his  ticr.ih  ; 
Caspar  Hoofman,  who  diial  hoio  i\Iarcli  21,1732;  and  .lohii 
Cliristian  IMiiUor,  a  j)rinci[)al  rt  hnor,  who  married  and  died 
here.* 

Connected  willi  tliesc  mines  ^\'e^e  worlcs  for  ^;mel ting  and 
refmin.g-.    Tliese  were  erected  ahoiit  the  year  1721,  npon 
Hop  brook,  in  Simshiuy,  a  few  rod.^  wester!)^  of  lh(}  n])ju'r  or 
Tnller's  mills,  and  coii.si.^ted  of  smnhy  buildings,  in  addiiion 
to  a  mill  for  crashing  or  poninhng  the  »)re,  and  a  I'lnnacc 
The  place  was  called  Ih/Jiorcr,  a  name  }X't  retained,  whirli 
was  given  to  it  by  the  workmen  w  ho  had  en'iigrateel  from  a 
phice  of  the  same  nam.e  in  (u'rinan}'.    A  portion  of  tin.'  ure 
dug  at  the  mines  was  smelted  [it  these  works, — hot  to  wdiat 
extent  this  business  w^as  prosecuted,  or  wdth.  wliat  success,  is 
not  known.    In  1725,  when  this  properly  was  attached, 
there  w^as  found  and  le\  ied  iipon  one  thousand  bi  veii  liun- 
dred  pounds  of  black  copper,  so  called,  it  is  suj)i)os(  d, 
l.)ccanse  it  w^as  not  leliiitMl.    This  branch  of  the  !M/sin(jss. 
however,  being  proliiliited  by  the  law  s  of  Great  Ih  itain,  w  as 
carried  on  secretly,  and  conse(j!ienlly  at  great  disad\  arita'ie  ; 
and  wdth  the  otluM-  emhairassm(4flits  mentioned,  relating  !o 
smelting,  r(,^suIt(Ml  in  a  piolwible  loss.    I'lie  Hanover  ^^•^)lKs, 
of  which  l)Ut  few  indications  nov/  remain,  were  demobshed 
many  3'ears  since,    '.{'he  ore  procured  at  the  iiiines,  which 
was  not  brought  tiei-e  for  smelting,  was  shippeil  to  England. 
One  ca.rgo  wr-s  take  11  by  the  French,  and  another-,  accord- 
ing to  r<'port,  was  suni;  in  tlie  English  clninof  1  b\'  ship- 
wreck.   Other  caigoes  arrived  in  [Europe,  wheKr  il.e  o!e 
was  smeltecL 

*  lti:s  wil'.j  Wits  Huar.al)  \v  l's! l)y  \;honi  lio  h;nl  two  ^'hildrcu  hviui-e  173!. 
It  is  l)vli^'Vc.l  tlnit,  aiuT  Ins  li  I'u'  u.^hu;  v.  .'Kun-td  to  Miller,  i.iul  lluit 
suine  ol' hi;,  d.. :  c ciia-.i.nts  uuw  li\c  i;!  (iri'.huv. 
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In  these  miniiii;-  opcratioiis,  little  coiiip.'iral ively  was 
clone  after  1745,  tlioiigh  at  no  time,  i(  is  l)(,4R'\  eL],  was  tin.' 
].)ii.sine:...s  wholly  a!)aiKloned  muil  1778.  In  1772,  Captain 
James  Holmes,  an  iMiglishmaii,  (hen  a  rcsiuiMit  of  Salishiuy, 
took  a  lease  of  the  principal  mine  i'ov  twenty  years,  wJiich 
he  sohl  the  next  )  ear  to  the  slate  for  a  ])rison. 

A  coin  maJe  fiom  this  ore,  called  "  lli-^ley^s  Copp(>rs," 
was  at  one  tnne  ni  sorjie  circnlation  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mines.  It  is  said  to  ha\  e  passed  lor  two  and  sixpence, 
(forty-two  cents,)  in  ])aper  cmwency  it  is  prt.'siimed,  though 
conipos^'d  chieily,  if  not  entirely,  of  copper. 

One  of  thesi;  coins,  dated  17ii7,  is  in  t!ie  cahinet  of  the 
Connecticut  Histoiical  Society.  Its  irjscri[)tion  on  one  side; 
is,  "I  am  good  co[)per  ; — on  the  other,  ''A^aJuc  me  as 
you  please."  These  coppers  were  much  uxhI  for  njellin*^ 
up  with  gold  in  the  manufactuie  of  jewcdry,  and  for  this 
purpose  were  considered  vastly  preteredde  to  v)riljnary  cop- 
per coin.  They  wa^re  not  in  circulation  as  a  currency  after 
the  peace  of  17S3.  The  inventor  and  m;d:er,  is'suppused 
to  have  hecii  J)oct.  Samuel  Iligley  who,  a,  fev/  years  hefore 
this,  had  att(.'mpted  to  inaiiufacluie  steel,  and  w;is  somewhat 
distinguislied  IVm'  enterprises  oi  tin's  (diar;icter. 

The  Pluenix  Mining  Company,  incor[)orated  in  1830, 
havinir  purchased  the  state  prison  [jroperly,  consisting  of 
ahout  live  acres  of  land,  with  sumliy  hnihlings  enclosed  hy 
a  stone  wall,  and  having  seemed,  hy  long  h/ases,  the  right 
of  mining  npon  large  tracts  of  other  lands  h'ing  in  the 
vicinity,  comnnniced  mining'  o[ieri(fions  in  1831,  under  the 
superint\'ndenc\' of  IvichiU'd  J^acon  Est|.  of  S;ms!)ury.  Owing- 
howev(n"  to  sonic  ni.fore.seen  dnliculties  in  the  ])rocess  of 
smelling  and  retiniiig  the  ore,  and  oilier  ohstruclions  occa- 
sKJUed  hy  the  ptH-uniary'eml)arrassments  of  the  times,  the 
w  orks  a  fter  a  short  lime  v.'ere  di^^coni  iniad.  That  they  will 
he  resinned  at  sonit,'  liitiire  lime  under  more  favorahhi  aus- 
[)ices,  and  with  a  fairer  pr()vp(  cl  (>['  success,  is  conlidently 
helii'\ed  l)y  thosi.'  who  are  conversant  with  the  husiness,and 
ha\'e  dev()ted  to  tlie>e  mim-s  a  critical  exannnalKjn. 

A  gee.tlemati  \vho  has  heen  extensi\'ely  engaged  in  this 
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business  in  Europe,  and  who  is  said  to  be  an  experienced 
rand  scientific  miner,  sj)eaking-  of  tliese  niiiu^s,  says  : — 

"  I'lie  principLiI  vein  is  largx.^,  and  one  which,  in  mining 
'pln'as(}olog"y,  wonld  he  (ernuid  a  flat  lode^  making"  with  the 
liori'/on  an  angle  of  perhaps  t  went  \  -thri't;  degrees.  Its 
snatrix  is  a  yellowisli  grey  sandstone,  neaily  simiUir  1,o  the 
^:ommon  sandstone  of  the  nc^ighhoriiood,  hut  }'et  so  perct^p- 
tihly  diOering  fro)ii  it,  as  to  aihow  of  its  heirig  traced  at  sur- 
face, for  at  least  a  imlejUortli  and  sonih,  ijy  its  characteristic 
color  and  general  appearance.  In  this  matrix,  copper  is 
})retiy  geju'rally  (hsseminated,  };rincipa!ly  in  nodrdcs  (d'  ricfi 
brittle  grey  sul[)luiret,  interspei si^d  here  and  there  with 
minute  strings  of  common  yellow  pyrit(\s.  The  lode  ap- 
pears to  he  favorably  disposed  for  yielding  mineral  and 
copj^er  ore  in  |)articular." 

Tlie  ore,  it  is  said,  produces  on  an  average,  fiom  ten  to 
twelve  per  cent  of  co[)per,  but  son)e  large  specimens  have 
l)(,'en  obtained,  producing  Iroju  thirty  to  fort y  per  cent.  It 
is  of  the  kind  technically  called  "  lefractory," — a  sjjeciea 
■that  ordinarily  resists  (h(^  usual  [)rocess  of  smelting.  Other 
iprocesses,  however,  have  led  to  moie  successful  results. 
'By  skill,  enterprise  and  new  experimeiUs,  all  impediments 
I'jf  tliii  nature  will,  it  is  believed  be  easily  remo\'ed. 


NEWGATE  PRISON- 


NttWOATK  Prison.  Establishment.  Destruction  of  Buildings  by  Fire.  Escape  of  Con- 
victs. Confinement  of  Tories.  Employment  of  Prisoners.  Police  Regulations. 
1773-1827. 

The  General  Asseiii])]y,  at  tlie  May  session,  1773,  in  view 
of  establishing  a  stale  prison,  appointed  William  Pitkin, 
Erastns  Wolcott,  and  Jonathan  Humphrey  Esq'rs,  a  coni- 
niittee  to  view  and  explore  the  copper  mines  at  Sims- 
bury, — their  situation,  nature  and  circumstances,  and  to 
examine  and  consider  whether  tliey  mny  be  beneficially 
applied  to  the  purpose  of  contininy,  securing;  and  prolltably 
employing"  such  criminals  and  deliiKjuents  as  may  l»e  com- 
mitted to  them,  l)y  any  future  law  or  laws  of  this  Colony, 
in  lieu  of  the  infamous  pimisliments  in  divers  cases  now 
appointed  ; — and  at  what  probable  expense  the  said  mines 
may  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  make 
report  to  the  then  session  of  the  Assembly. 

Upon  tlieir  report  that  the  mines  were  subject  to  an  unex- 
pired lease  of  nineteen  years,  wliich  could  be  purch;ised  for 
aljout  sixty  pounds,  an^  that  by  an  expenditure  of  about 
thirty-seven  pounds,  the  caverns  could  be  so  secured  llutt  it 
would  be  "  next  to  iin[)os3il)le  for  any  person  to  escape" 
from  them;  the  same  gentlemen  were  invested  "with  full 
power  to  agree  with  the  proprietors  of  said  mines,  or  the 
lessees  thereof,  to  receive,  keep  and  employ  in  said  mines  such 
criminals  as  may  by  law  be  sentenceil  (o  such  punisl.ment, 
or  to  ])  LIT  chase  \v\  the  r(Mnaining  term  in  said  leases,  for  such 
purposes,  and  according  to  their  best  discretion  ell'ectually 
to  secure  said  mines  suitably  to  emplo}^  such  jiersons  as 
may  be  there  contined  by  order  of  law." 

The  committee  rej)ortcd  at  the  next  session,  Oct.  1773, 
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that  they  had  purchastHl  the  leiiiaiuing  (erm  of  Holmes^' 
lease,  heiiig  about  niii(;leeii  years,  forjeiiO — that  l)y  hhisling 
jocky  they  had  "  pi'epared  a  well  fiiii^'hed  lodging-  room,. 
a])orit  flfieer/  feet  hy  twelve,'^  \n  (hv  fiaveni.s, — and  liad 
fixed  over  tin;  west  shaft  a  large  iron  door,  which  ihe)^  "  a})- 
})rehend  will  he  an  eflectnal  security  for  the  conrin(Mii;Mit  of 
persons  that  may  he  condemned  there  i'or  emj^loynienl.'"* 
The  whoh^  expijuse,  including' ihe  purchase  mone-y,  amount- 
ed to  three  hiindied  and  seVenly  dollars.  The  east  shaft 
which  extends  ])er[)endicularly  ahout  seventy  leet,  chielly 
through  a  solid  roclc,  was  l(>ft  oj)en.  There  were  no  walls 
provideth  nor  were  thcie  an\^  l)uddings  upon  tlie  premises, 
At  this  session,  an  Ac!  was  passed  coiislitiiiing  tlie  suhter- 
ritneou's  caverns  and  huihhngs  in  the  co|}per  mmes  in  Sims- 
hury,  a  puhlic  gaol  and  workhouse  lor  the  use  of  the 
Colony  to  w  hich  was  gi\'en  the  lumie  ol"  lVcu-g(/lc  Fi  ison. 
The  |)ris(tners  W(;r(."  to  he  employed  i)i  mining.  The  crimes, 
which  hy  the  Act  suljjected  oil'enders  to  continement  and 
labor  in  the  prison,  were — burglary,  liorse  stealing,  and 
counterfeiting  the  public  hills  or  coins,  or  malting  instru- 
ments or  dies  therefor. 

The  liist  oveiseers  of  Newgate  appointed,  were  M;\jor 
Eraslus  AVolcott,  Josiah  Bisscll  and  J(jnaihan  lliunphrey 
E-(|'rs.  iMr.  Jolm  Viels,*  who  lived  neiu*  the  place,  way 
ap[)ointed  master,  or  keeper  of  the  prison.  Food  for  the 
prisoners  was  supi)]ied  by  him. 

The  first  con\  ict  received  into  the  prison  was  John  ITin- 
son.  He  was  committed  Dec,  22,  1773,  and  escaped  on  the 
9lh  of  January  following-,  by  being  dra\vn  up  through  the 
eastern  shaft  b}'  a  rope,  assisted,  it  is  said,  by  a  woman,  to 
whom  he  was  paying  his  adilresses.  On  the  26lh  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1774,  three  prisoners  were  received  ; — one  of  whom 
escaped  on  the  Dth,  anil  the  otlu'r  two  on  the  23d  of  the 
next  April.  One  connuittedon  the  Otli  of  Aj)ril,  escaped  out 
t!ie  *Jth  of  the  same  nuMith,  ha\  ing  l)een  in  conihiement 


*  The  uncestiir  of  Mr.  Viets  was  a  (lerman,  And  came  to  lliis  couiitry  with 
a  company  otiiiiner.;,  to  which  he  was  atlaclicd  as  idi\biciaa  and  buigtua. 
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four  (Jays.  Tl  is  not  known  how  iIionc  ('.-^c;i|K'y  were  circctci], 
J^esiilos  till'  o;ist.  shall  which  wa^-  h'l'l  open,  were  other 

|)ar(s  of  (ho  ca\'orns  w  hir  li  had  nol  hc'i'ti  jiropoi  I  \-  socniod. 
None  of  those  pris(»nois,  it  iin(lorstoo(i,  woro  iotal>;on. 
By  (his  tiiiKi,  tho  o\'oisoors  had  ])iohid)ly  tdianLM'd  (iioir 
niinds  i(>^|ioc(in^-  tho  perfect  sccurihj  ol'  iho  prison.  A  nii,''ht 
v,  a(ch  was  (nn[)!oyod  (hiring-  pai  t  nf  (his  time. 

Soon  ai'lor  the  oscapo  ol'  llin-oii,  iho  (loneral  Assomhly 
in  Janoiai  N'  177-1,  (hroctod  the  o\\  rso('rs  to  cause  the  oast 
shaft  (o  ho  on'octiially  secrircHi  A\  ilh  sK^no  or  iron,  and  to 
hnihl  ;l  h)^-  hh)ck-hoiiso  \\i(h  two  or  (hro(;  loonis,  one  of 
which  was  to  1)0  phiced  direct  l\-  o\'or  tho  \\ost  .shaft.  These 
iniproN'v'iui'jn.s  were  mach'  during-  this  year,  hut  Jiot  nnlil 
after  (he  c-vCiipo  of  the  oilier  prisoneis  niontionod  ahove. 

In  the  spring  of  1775,  tiiroo  prisoners  escaped,  all  ol'  wiK)iii 
were  retal-.en.  At  the  Miiy  session  of  this  \  ear,  (ho  Assom- 
hly ordorod  the  overseers  t(t  nia[:e  sale  of  the  ore  (hig  at  tin? 
prison,  '['here  were  at  (his  tinio  nine  con\  ii  is  in  conline- 
moiit,  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in  oxca\'a(ijig  co[>per  ore 
nmlor  the  chai-g(;  of  tw  o  [)ersons  emplo)'ed  as  miners. 

The  hlock-honse  ha\ing  hoon  destroyed  hy  lire  in  tlie 
S]n"ing  ol'  ]77().,  the  As.^emhly,  in  i\lay,  ordered  a  new  one 
to  he  constrncled,  and  also  ;»  iramo.  dw(dlii;L;  honse,  for  the 
Ivoejior  (d'tiio  i)ri-ion,  one  story  h igli ,  eiglitoon  h\  thirty  feci, 
'i'his  Imrning  was  l)y  dosign,  lo  fa\(ir  (ho  escape  of  tho 
con victs,  none  of  whom  lio\\c'\er  e:-capcd  at  this  time. 

fn  1777.  tiie  Idockdioiiso  was  agai ij^  hnrnt ,  and  another 
(mo  ordered  to  he  Iniilt.  All  the  prisoners  were  rem()\ed  to 
the  jail  m  Hartford  for  coidiiionion!.  it  is  siip[)osed  tliat 
tho  [)rison  w^as  iKJt  repaired,  or  used  as  >ticli,  nnlil  1780. 
[fit  was  repaired  heforo  that  time,  tho  imildings  were  again 
destroyed,  for  at  the  session  of  the  Assomhly  in  January 
1779,  the  prison  heing  roprosoinod  "to  ho  in  a  rnitions  con- 
dition,*' aiul  "•  altoa''!l  her  iiisiiliicioiil  toa.n.-wer  (ho  s'dutary 
piiip!'s(\s  for  w  Iiicli  it  was  lacpn;  d,''  ila;  o\-oi:{ois  \-\'ore 
directed  lo  erect  ni^w  hinhlings,  w  lui  a  hlociv- hoii -e  on  (he 
surface  of  (he  groimd  o\cr  (he  monlh  of  the  cavern,  suitahlc 
and  con\  onient  to  sccnie  and  om])hiy  tho  prisoners  in  hd  or 
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ill  (lio  (]a y  time  and  wlieii  eoiiqdeled  lo  appoint  a  keeper 
of  the  prison. 

'rh(!  prison  was  completed  in  November  17S'(),  and  way 
snp[)h(Ml  with  a  military  L;iiard  consist  inn-  of  a  h'eiiteiiant, 
one  seri^tumt,  one  cc^rporal  and  1  wenty-lnur  [)rivates.  \J[)  to 
this  time,  the  prisoners  had  I)een  eniphn'ed  in  (he  mine's, 
and  been  lurnished  wiih  I'ood  by  persons  iioi  eonnected  w  i(h 
thi'  prison.  Now  (he\'  were  empk))('d  in  meidianicaJ  ope- 
ra(ioiis,  and  supplied  with  food  pre[)ar(Ml  m  the  prison. 

The  prison  had  been  lell  enlirely  unprotected  b\'  aii\^ 
wall  unlil  l7iSl.  ]n  Februar}^  of  this  year,  the  oversc:eis 
were  du'ectcd  by  tlie  Assembly  lo  cojisti  TiCt,  at  a  convcnieiu. 
distance  around  thii  prison  and  buildni;j;.s,  a  pii[uei  I'luice 
With  small  Ijaslions  at  the  corners  for  delonse.  A  work  oT 
lliis  kinil  was  much  needed,  iind  notw  i(  hstaiidiier  ih(j  coin- 
hustiljh;  materia!  \v\\\i  which  it  was  conslrncled,  it  (ended 
Very  much  to  streni^theii  the  prison,  in  otlier  res[)ects  too, 
llie  prison  was  in  a  much  better  coiuhlion  lh;in  ul  any  [)re- 
vions  time. 

]jut,  one  of  the  most  darii;<i"  and  successful  attempts  e\  ('r 
iiKule  al  this  [)rison  to  o\('rcome  (he  !.  iiai-d  and  thrieA  o])('ii 
ihe  prison  doors,  was  made  after  I  his  lini'',  and  w  hen,  as 
was  suj)[)osed,  a  <jeneral  escape  of  llie  con\  icts  was  imprac- 
ticjible.  On  (lie  iSth  of  jAfay  1781,  ihe  [»risoners.  amount- 
ing- to  t  wen(}  -cUL!ht  [)ersons,  most,  oi'  whoiiMvere  tories,  rose 
vi[)on  the  li'uard,  seized  tlu'ir  aims,  ami  madt;  L'ood  (heir 
escape — carrying' their  captured  arms  witli  (hem.  liAery 
j)risoner  left,  'idie  desiLin  was  so  well  j)l;i!;ned  aiid  execu- 
ted, (hat  but  a  small  nunii)er  of  them  were  re-captured. 

It  was  su[)posed  that  one  or  more  of  the  guard  had  l)een 
bribed  to  laV(jr  the  escape  o{'  tluj  prisoners.  About  ton 
o'clocic  at  night  on  (he  LSth  of  May  .1781,  when  all  the 
guard  but  t\\(»  had  retired  to  ri's(,  a  wife  <d'  one  of  the  pris- 
oners appeared,  (o  w  hom  i)erniis.-'on  was  gi\'en  to  \'iMf  her 
hudiaiid  in  (lie  caveiiis.  li[)on  the  h;i(('h(^s  being  opened 
to  admit  her  pnssing-  down,  tin;  jirisoners,  wdu>  wcie  at  the 
iloor  and  prepared  for  (he  en(-oiinter,  iiisIkmI  uj),  seized  (he 
guns  of  the  sentry  on  iluty,wiio  made  hide  or  no  resistance, 
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and  l)('c;inic  ivins((."r.s  of  (he  <^ii;utl  looiu  Ix'Tore  tlm^e  \y\\o 
W('i\;  aslccj)  could  1)1'  aioiiscd  ;iiiil  picpiiicd  ((Jiiiiik'c  dcrcnsc. 
Oiio  ijr;i\c  I'cllow,  I)}'  naiiii'  ul'  Sliclddi,  w  lio  w  iis  an  ollicer 
.(Jl'llic  j^iiai'd,  loiiL^liI  valiaiiliy,  ami  w  as  kilU'd  upon  ilio  spol, 
liaviiii;-  hucn  piciccd  l)y  a  hayouci,  tliroiiiili  In-^  l)o<l3\  A  low 
oLiicrrf,  l»oloii'^iiig  to  tlu'  ^  luird,  iccoixcd  halliiii;"  iii  jiii  it  s  IVcin 
cliil);,  wiili  wiiicli  tin;  assn iits  wcic  aniK.'d-  Tlic  i'liaid 
was  oiusil y  ovorcoiiic.  A  lew  ^oiiglii  safeU'  l>y  lli^lii, — tuit 
tlic  i>;roalor  iiiimhor  wcro  (iii-ariiiod  It)'  llic  pri.-oiK  is  and 
lo>-!;ed  lip  ill  tlic  ravcnis.  Tlic  ^)l•i■^oiU■l■.■2,  liaviiii.';  o(|iii[ij)LM.l 
tiioinsclvos  with  the  capdirod  amis,  (  ;r-cap(Ml,  and  w  itli  low 
(j-\('r[)lion,s  hat!  the  adroitness,  ur  gooil  inciv,  lo  iivoid  a 
le-Ciipinro. 

d'ho  (loncial  A>seinl)]y5  'Ihmi  in  session,  ap])ointed  a  coin- 
nnttee  lo  invesiii;ale  this  uiatler,  and  asceilain  the  ciinscs 
of  the  disasler.  'idle  coinniittee  after  a  critical  examina- 
tion, ro])ort(Ml  I  he  tei^tiinony  takrn  hy  them  ; — from  \\'hi(di 
it  appears  that  tlie  discipline  ol'  the  li'uard  was  deleclivi' — 
that  their  conduct  at  the  time  of  the  revolt  w;e-,  with  ic'W 
v;xce[)lions,  cowaidly — and  lhat  ;it  least  one  per-Aiii,  hy  the 
iiain(>  of  liiily,  was  hrihed  and  favored  the  escnjx^  oi  the 
prisoners.  Lilly  was  alierv/ai-ds  prosecnied  and  convicted 
of  this  o.'lence  ;  and  the  iniard  w  as  so  remodeled  ;\s  li'ive 
•rrealer  seciiril)'  to  the  prison  therenfler. 

On  the  ()lh  ol'  No\emher  17S2,  the  ])ris(jn  hmhlinLis  \\-eio 
once  more  d(.sstroy;'d  h\  the;  hut  liow,  or  \)y  whul  menns 
the  firt;  was  connnuii ic;iled,  does  not  appe;ir.  N(>dou!>t, 
ho\s'ever,  exists  that  the  con  IhiL^rat  ion  was  hy  design,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  esca].>e  of  tlu^  tories  \v\\i)  were  there  in 
coniinenumt.  Dining  tht;  [Mo.iress  of  the  lire,  one  Alnd 
i)a\is,  w  ho  ^^'as  a  sergeant  <d"  the  giiaid.  opened  the  hatches 
ami  sudeied  a.s  man}-  of  the  prisoner-,  <as  were  so  disposed, 
to  escape  from  the  prison.  A  huge  nnmher  of  tlu  in  did 
escap.e,  m(»vt  of  hoin  were  re-capiuied  jn  the  ucu'jhhor- 
hood  and  secured.  l)a\i-\  \  Jio  ^emn^  to  ha\('  Ix'cn  "\'o;y 
illiierali',  ami  altojetlier  uidit  iitr  the  .-tation  whu  h  he  hcdd, 
was  convicted  of  the  offriK-e  oi'  ai(hng  m  the  escape,  and 
S(Uitencetl  to  a  line  and  imprisonment  in  the  coujity  jail. 
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The  pn'.'-oncis  rv'inainiii^'  al'fcr  this  cMMilhigratioii,  with 
those  siihscinK'iil  I y  rc-takeii,  wero  ic moved  to  the  jail  in 
Hal  t  Ibrtl.  The  piisoii  \v;is  iiol,  repaired,  nor  used  again 
nnhl  17i)().  Iiid(>ed,  it  woidd  seem  (hat,  al  this  time,  tii(; 
])roject  of  keej)ing-  up  a  prison  al  this  phice  was  ahai!(U)ned 
aho'jclher.  No  measures  were  taken  lo  rt'pair  it,  on  the 
contra.rv,  in  M:\y  1781,  all  the  [jrojierly  lemaining  at  tlie 
])rison  ami  sa\'ed  iVom  the  lire,  consi.r  lmg  ol"  non,  tnnher,  do- 
thiiiL';,  Lr.  w  as  oi-d!>red  hytlie  legi:dalure  to  he  sole!,  and  the 
avails  paid  imo  the  treasm-y.  la'tlle  else  hut  disaster  iiad 
atteiuled  the  j)ri^on  iVonuls  estahi  i-hnieiit.  l\lore  than  one 
half  of  ;di  the  prisoiiers  commilled  to  it  had  e-scajxa!,  and 
during-  the  lune  y^'ars  of  its  ccjiil  i iniance,  the  hinhhngs  con- 
uected  with  il  had  heen  destro3'ed  l)y  tire  //tree  times.  fn 
no  rt;spect  had  tiie  prison  Ijt'en  pro[)erl_v  const ructrd  or 
secui'ed.  The  huildings  were  of  wood,  and  so  t\\[)osed  as 
to  he  easily  lired  froiri  without.  Piison  hiulding'  ni  tliosc 
da\'S,  as  well  as  prison  discipline,  w;is  iu>t.  so  well  under- 
stood as  at  the  present  time.  All  the  jails  in  the  state  \v'ere 
then  con>tructed  of  wood. 

And  yet  this  ])rison  liad  a  reputation  ahroad  for  great 
strength  a/id  secm-ity.  Its  fanie  had  spread  through  the 
coinilr\'  far  iiiid  wide.  For  a  long  time  il,  \\  as  consich-red 
the  slroinu'st  })rison  in  tlic;  United  States.  In  ]77r),  (  Jen. 
Washmgton  sent  to  it  some  ])risoners  for  sale  custody',  wiioin 
he  deemiMi  such  "  atrocious  villa  ins,"  as  to  reipure  a  sli-nngcr 
place  for  their  confinement  than  could  he  tound  near  his 
camp.*    A\i(\,  in  17S1,  Congre^s  proposed  to  make  these 

+  i^e  tli'r  JnMii  (l^  ii.  \\';ir,liiiiL,loii,  lo  ihr  Ci'iiujiilht  (if  S,/  fttt/,  Slii,  ,'ii!r\-. 

(';!iiiiii!(l_,v,  Drcciiihcr  II.  17",.,. 
C,i:\  iv.r.^.rKN  ; — TIk:  |)visi;iirrs  \Nlii(  li  \n  1 1  [  li^'  di  ii\  '.-w^l  you  w  illi  tliis. 
in-  l.f  Ml  tricil  li\  ,i  .•n;ii  t-in,irl  ml,  ■..imI  (Irnn.  .1   t.i  ll,i;rr;iiit  -.iih!  ;.tru- 

ciuii-<  \  iil.iiiis  lh,i!  tin  y  c;iniiot  \>y  wiw  lucm^  \h-  <,-t  iil  l,ii';.;c  or  '•diiliii.'.i  in  ;in y 
iM-.ir  llli^  (Mllili,  well-  -u':i(.>  [dlx-r^i  111  Id  S  1/ /k  .s/;  li  i' ./  in  ('-'Kill  ci'tCnl . 

Null  will  I  In  i-.'i.  'I  (■  lie  ■ !  !  .  1..  V  !■  I  l..'iii  .-'i  ciirc'l  111  \  uur  j.iil.  or  in 

oilu'i-  Uiiiiiiicr  ,is  to  \"U  <\\A[  -Cv'iii  lK'^■l■-.■^,l^s  ,  >o  ih.il  lli!  \  cniiinl  |.i^--ihly 
iii.iko  lliciv  rsc;ini'.  'I'hf  cliai-i'b  ol'  tlioir  iuipiisoiiuifiit  w  ill  h.:  ;ii  ihe  Cuu- 
tiiKMilal  oXjicnsc. 

I  1)111  .Vc. 

t ;  I :  o  1  { ( .  1 ;  \  V  A  s !  1 !  M ;  T  (.)  . 
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iiiiii'vs  "  a  st;ih'  [)ris()ii  for  the  rcccpl  ion  of  Jlrilisli  [)i-Json(M-s 
oC  Wiir,  ;ind  for  the  purpose  (W"  r('t;i I iatioii  a-lvi'd  from 

ilic  (lovcniDf  (jl'lliis  stale  a  plan  ami  cstiiuatcs  of  jX'Uife. 
(i'tvcriioi-  'I'liimluil I  laid  Jlic  iiiatlcr  hd'ori'  llic  (u'lU'ial 
Ass(;iid)ly,  wlio  a^^sciitt'd  lo  tlic  })roj)c)siti()ii,  and  icm] ucslcd 
liiiii  to  iurnisli  I'or  ('oiil';i'('ss  (lie  plan  and  csliniatus  n  ipiircd. 
What  (Iicsi;  \\  rr(>,  do  not  aptx-ai',  hnl  I  he  snhjcrt  \\  a->  dro[)- 
pcd,  pi-oh;ihly  lor  the  reason  tli.it  .sr)on  al'tor  this  time  a  tei'- 
nnnaCon  of  the  w;n-  \\';i8  aiil  ic  ipated. 

Alention  has  alread}'^  heen  made  of  1  he  confinenient  (d 
torie:,'  in  ihis  j)risoii.  No  prison  ol'  thi.s  desc ri ion  w  as 
1  mpri.- oned  hei'e  iintd  I'/cO,  w  lien  an  Acl  uris  p;i-',-ci!  aiithor- 
isiii!^';  the  .superior  ctnirt  tosenfence  to  conCmenienl  in  Ni-w- 
g'ate,  siicli  [)er;Sons  as  shoidd  he  con  \  icted  ofcei  tam  ^  pecilied 
orine'.s  a'4;;i;!si  the  ij'overnment  lu/t  a incjo nl  m;/  (< )  1 1 « •;is(.'n , 
hilt  wiiirh  con.a.sled  (jC  certain  u\  ert  acts  deemed  prejiidicdal 
to  tlie  caiK-!'  of  mdependenee.  ('oiirfs  Afai  lial  too,  exeicised 
ihe  power  <>1"  .-.eiitenci ne  lo  th  s  prion  p(  r^ons  loMiid  ijiidtv 
of  siimla  r  (Mil 'i,,-:es.  d'lie  w  l'.ole  niimheror  p"i  so!is,  called 
i\v/-/e.s',  ini.-ri.-oned,  did  not.  it  i>  helie\  ia!,  excei'd  lorly.  At 
oiK>  time  ihvM'e  wei-e  iij)\vards  .d'lwemy  in  th(;  prison,  all  of 
wdioni,  as  hefore  statin],  escaped  on  the  INih  ol'  May  ]7fsl. 
Anion.:"  iliem  were;  [)er..ons  ol'  some  liote  and  diMinclion. 
The  leadv'r  of  this  rehidlion  was  a  Captain  J^elej-  Sackett, 
who  had  rendi'red  himself  noiialoiis,  as  widl  as  exlremely 
ehnoxious,  ]>y  his  aailierence  to  the  canse  of  the  jMatish 
<;o\  ernment. 

A,  lu'W  Aci,  more  ])erfect  arel  sj)ecili(-  in  its  ih't.uls  than 
the  former  one,  wa pa.ssed  in  1713*),  constit  iitini^-  the  caA  eriiS 
at  ihes'.'  mines,  \\ith  a  small  ipiandty  of  land  over  them,  a 
state  ])rison,  denominated,  as  hefore,  \e\\!j;ate.  The  aa:t 
p;rovid.ed  for  the  a[)pointment  of  three  o\'er.>eer-^,  wdio  wanfi 
(hret'ted  to  cause  a.  workshop  and  a  dwidhii'^'  In  o.-e  for  the 
lvee[)<'r  lo  he  elected,  and  to  emdose  them  with  a  psp.iet  Wall 
(^,1  iViiccj — -and  to  appoi  m  a  keeper,  wit  h  a  i^  iiard  not  excei-d- 
ing  (e-n  persons,  to  manaLi;e  and  protect  the  jnisoii.  'I'lie 
e\'[).T.se  (d" '.-(dtnildm-  it  was  limited  10  .1750.  Persons  con- 
■^^^'icled  of  hni  L^dary.  rohhery,  horse-stealiny,  coimtei  feitin;;;, 
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jiassii)!^  (•(Hinlcrlcil  iiiunc)',  Iciiow  in^-  \\  (o  he  li,  ;iiul  aid- 
iiii;'  ill  (lie  ('..cape  of  coii\icI,s  iVoin  llic  pri.soii,  (u 
funiiiu'd  a!,  haul  labor  in  this  place  J'oi  a  Iriiii  of  )»-ais,  or, 
ill  se)nio  casos,  diiriny'  tlic  1  ilV  oi  the;  cul  [)riL  Siihsiujii-.'iiti)', 
for  a  few  other  criiiiL's,  iho  olfomler  \\  as  8iih)('ctc'(l  lo  iiiiprib- 
oiiiiieiit  licre. 

The  Hull.  John  '{'readwell,  and  iloger  Newh'orr) and 
Plinv  Hinder  Msq.  weie  appointed  the  overseeis.  A  large 
workshop  and  a  dwadlin!^-  lioiise,  holh  ol'  Ijrick,  W(M'e  coii- 
i:trii(:ted,  toi^cther  w  ilh  tinuh  y  other  hitdih'n^s  ol' minor  con- 
.^etpu'iire,  ihider  the  west,  end  of  the  dwelling;  lioiise  was 
a  siTiall  room  wcU  secured  I)y  mas.sive  stone  walls,  from 
which  led  the  oidy  passa^^e  to  I  he  caverns  beneal  h.  This 
entrance  was  perfoiated  throriii;'!)  a  solid  rock,antl  contained 
a  ladder  by  which  passiige  to  or  j'rom  the  caverns  was  liKuh;. 
'I'he  mctulh  of  this  entrance,  as  was  also  (he  one  leaiini!^'  into 
(his  room  I'rom  the  <>"(iarLl-i"oom  a!)ove,  was  well  secureti 
by  a  trap  door  Vv  ith  lock  and  heavy  lu, lis.  A  wooden  fence, 
furnished  with  spikes  on  the  lop.  enchj><'d  these  bmuhngs 
with  idn/riL  half  an  acre  of  land  lor  a  yarii. 

The  prison  was  linishedin  Oct<jber  ]'71)0,  and  iNlajor  i'eler 
Curtis.^  v/as  appointed  the  keeper,  to  whom  with  a  ^iiard  of 
ten  men  was  ccanmilted  its  manage-meni. 

From  tins  time,  the  idlairs  of  the  ])iisnn  assnmed  a  new 
as|)cct.  Tiie  prison  was  more  secm'ely  built,  and  Lietfer 
manai^ed  than  at  any  former  pcniotl.  Escapes  iVom  it  were 
rare,  and  there  were  no  instam-es  of  a  ^^eiieral  rebellion,  or 
an  entire  clearmi;'  out  of  its  inmate  s  as  iorna  riy. 

The  sj^stcm  of  tli>ci];lmt;  ami  emplovmenl,  as  at  first. 
ailo[)tei!,  coi.tiiiutHl  to  be  followed,  V\i(h  l^ut  slight  varia- 
tions, imtd  tlir  reiiioval  of  the  i;onvic(s  to  the  new  slalt; 
prison  in  l;v21'.  Ah  a  geneial  rub  ,  th;-  pre-;oiiers  were  lodged 
m  th*.;  c;rv'er.i-.  Ai  day  bi;lil,(h('V  ^\  ci  o  iai.(  n  up  and 
removed  lo  ibo  \'.oik  shop,  where  ihey  remained  uiilil  foiM" 
o'clock  P.  iVi.,  when  they  \\ci  '  n  liaiud  lo  tiie  ,a\\  iii.  . 
They  io(;k  ihon"  meals  in  the  work  siujp.  These  coiiM^rlod 
of  coarse  I'ood  pre[)aied  in  ihi'  pri-.on,  which  was  (b'lilt  out 
to  them  b>'  rations.     Nearly  allot"  them  \\  oiv  fetters  stromal  \ 
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livcltLMl  lo  their  aiiklrs.  '.riie  nio^l  rcfrac(or\',  and  dei^pcialc 
ol"  their  luiiiiber,  were  more  heavily  ironed.  In  iieneral, 
\v\icu  at  \\'ork,  lliey  were  chained  at  their  respecli\e  hlock^ 
in  the  shop,  and  a  porlion  of  them  were  secnred  hy  an  extra 
chain  leading-  from  a  hand  aronnd  liie  neck  to  a  beam  in  the 
ljuihhng'. 

Tlie  pimislnnent  for  mi.-condnc!,  or  ttllences  connnitiod 
in  the  prison,  was  wliip[)ing',  short  rations,  extra  ironing", 
and,  in  some  ^^{x^cjfied  cayes  designated  by  slatntc,  an  aihh- 
tional  term  of  im[)risonmenl .  Ivicli  piisoner  IkkI  a  fixed 
amountof  work  lo  perforrii  t'acli  da)'.  'I'hose  \\ho(bd  exlr;i 
w^orlv  liad  the  benelit  of  it  in  an  ano\\';inct'  on  the  bills  of 
costs  incurred  m  tlieir  prosecutions. 

At  hrst,  all  the  prisoners  were  enridoyed  in  m.dving 
wrongiit  nails,  the  iron  for  which  was  procured  al  (Jimaan 
and  Salisbury.  This  business  was  followed  during  the 
wdiole  time  of  the  cotilinnance  ol'  the  {uison  ;it  ibis  place, 
and  wa.s,  lor  many  yeais,  the  chief  occupation  of  the  con- 
victs. A  (ew  other  branches  of  manuiactrnc  were  carried 
on,  though  not  extensively.  Aher  I8-20,  a  large  number 
of  the  convict;;  v\XM'e  enjplo\  edjn  the  manufactiu't^  of  shoes, 
Avagonsand  various  other  articles,  by  which  a  greater  profit, 
was  deri\('d  than  from  tbe  nail  making  business.  Imleed, 
the  niamifacture  of  trails  at  this  ])lace  had  ahvays  been 
attended  with  loss  to  the  state. 

In  180:2,  a  substantial  stone  wall,  twelve  A^et  high,  was 
l)nilt  around  the  premises,  ha\  ing  a,  gale  which  w  as  never 
op(.Mied  {^xcepl  by  a  sentimd  rmder  arms  on  duly,  'fbis 
Avall  was  built  by  Colonel  Calvin  Iknber  of  Simsbury.  All 
the  guards  when  on  duty  wert*  underarms,  and  prepuied  at 
all  times  lo  use  their  we;ipons  in  an)'  conilict  or  oinbr(;<ik 
that  niigbt  luippen.  'J'beii  rnimber,  at  Drst  ten,  was  :ad)-<^- 
(pienilv  liicreased  lo  se\enleen.  'I'he  u oveilHiu.' n I,  as  well 
a.s  tbe  duties  of  ihe  guard,  partook  strongly  ol  a  military 
charade  r. 

Additional  biiildiiigs  wer(^  subse(puMit ly  erected.  About 
lSir>,  a  two  slory  building,  neail)-  lift)  feel  long,  was  put 
iipin  the  so  itli  east  corner  of  the  yard.    Tbe  lower  story 


20  N  1']  W  GATE     P  Jl  1  S  0  N  . 

\vn5  appropriated  iur  cuiU',  aiul  iIk;  upper  one  for  a  cliapel 
ill  \\iiu;li  divine  service  w  as  llieri^al'ler  usually  lielil  diuM;  on 
each  Snnda}'.  .'vd joiniiiii'  lliis  on  (he  weyl,  A\as  another 
[•wilding-  ol' ahont  the  banie  h'nir(h,ihe  lower  slory  ol'u  liich 
w  as  occupied  I'or  ;i  cooj)er's  ^liop,  h(<,-^pital  and  kitchen,  and 
the  npi)ei  slory  as  a  shoe  ]nal:er\s  .  hop.  In  the  iiniiheasL 
corner  oi'  the  yard  was  inn  ih'  r  hiiihhni*'  n.tcd  lor  jnakiie>- 
waiions.  The  ccdld  ahove  jnenlior.ed  heirig  weadJ*/  con- 
strncted,  Were  n(,t  naitdi  used.  Siill  Jaler,  ahout  ]l<-2-L  a 
lari^e  editice  of  ytone  and  hrick  was  hnilt  on  the  \\.  a(rlv 
si(]e  oC  the  \'ard,  wdiich  conlidned  ;i  tread  mill,  uilh  (he 
i^>na]  appni  lenances  ("or  gi  indini;'  gra  in,— a  nneohi  r  la' hiaig 
cell-, — aparlnients  I'or  iiinale  con\ ids. —  a  Icilcln  n,  ollii-e, 
\c.  '^hr^  lanhhnu'  \\  ;is  t  recu  d  ^'hu  Ih'  h\  convii'l  i;d.or. 
'i'he  lrt\id  mill,  how  ever,  liki'  all  other  srnida r  onr-  ,  pri<\a;d 
a  l;nline — the  lahor  oi' woi  kmg  Jt  heing  found  too  rxi i(M)si\  c' 
for  the'  stale,  ;ind  (p.iile  too  crmd  tor  tin'  con\'ii  ts. 

In  the  haseinent  stoiy  of  the  gnard-lioiise,  and  la  ar  (he 
entrance  to  ihe  caveiiis,  was  a  strongly  hnih  a p.i :( inejil 
ahont  lil'teen  I'eet  bipia.re,  calh'd  the  jng."  This  room  was 
used  ;it  th'st  for  the  sick,  and  occasiomdly  as  a  lod'.'in'.y  ro(.ni 
for  that  chiss  of  prisoners  wdio  we're  know  n  to  he  w  ell  di  -,p(j- 
sed,  and  from  whom  no  danger  ol'  ;Lllom[)l  ing  an  v  sc;!i;e  was 
ap[)relieJided.  'i'he  other  prl^oners  were  lod;>(Ml  in  lIuM-av- 
eiais,  w  lnn'e  (heir  heds  consisted  cd"  two  lariie  platfoin;s  snp- 
])h\'d  with  straw^and  a  few  hlankets.  The  iU)\aV(,'  iii  crime, 
and  the  jnosi  hardened  \'illain,  were  thus  j)romIse lauinl y 
imddled  together  w'ithont  any  restraint,  or  immediati-  ov>  |-- 
siglu  hy  any  of  the  guard  during  the  night  season. 

Tlie  jnmd)er  of  criminals  iii  conlinemem  ai'ter  JSOO,  vai  ied 
from  ahont  forly-l'i\'e  to  sixt}',  nmil  w  hen  llw^  nnniher 

-if  o(l(;nses,  pnnishahle  hy  conliiiemeiil  in  Newiiale,  was 
et>n.-.iderahly  incuased  hy  ]egislali\c  eiiaclmmits.  'idns, 
w^'lh  the  increase  of  crime,  ami  (he  c1iani:e  ahont  ihi-^  time 
(*f  ihe  hiw^  rtdaiing  to  the  punishment  of  temalt;  conxicl,^', 

w  hich  tliey  were  snhjected  to  nnpii.DOimicnU  here  in  the 
same  manner  as,  for  sinnla r  oflenses,  ilic  mnh-.s  were,  caused 
;i  considi-rahle  addition  to  the  immiu  r  o*'  pi  i.'  ont  rs.  In 
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1827,  when  they  were  removed  to  the  new  prison  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  they  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

The  prison  was  never  able  to  support  itself  from  the  avails 
of  convict  labor.  The  deficiency,  which  was  paid  from  tbe 
state  treasury,  varied  from  five  thousand  to  over  thirteen 
thousand  dollars  per  annum.  It  would  average  about 
seven  thousand  dollars  a  year,  including  outlays  for  new 
buildings. 

The  state  having  provided  a  new  prison  at  Wethersfield, 
all  the  prisoners  were  removed  so  as  to  commence  operations 
there  on  the  first  of  October  1827.  The  old  prison,  with  its 
buildings  and  some  five  acres  of  land,  were  sold  in  1830,  to 
the  Phoenix  Mining  Company,  for  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

This  place  was  greatly  resorted  to  by  visitors,  and  espe- 
cially so  during  the  winter  months,  when  there  was  sleigh- 
ing.* Many  of  them  descended  into  the  caverns,  and  all 
had  an  opportunity  to  inspect  generally  the  discipline  and 
the  labor-system  of  the  prison.  To  those  unaccustomed 
to  the  scene,  a  visit  to  the  nail-shop  presented  a  view 
extremely  revolting,  and  to  some  even  terrific.  Here  might 
be  seen  some  fifty  men,  black  and  white,  and  so  besmeared 
as  to  be  hardly  distinguishable,  chained  to  their  blocks, 
busily  engaged  in  a  noisy  employment,  and  closely  watched 
and  guarded  by  a  file  of  men  under  arms.  Add  to  this,  the 
appearance  of  the  room  witli  its  inmates  and  implements, 
as  viewed  by  strong  lights  proceeding  from  the  various  fur- 
naces, and  the  continual  clatter  of  hammers  used  in  forging 
nails, — and  some  idea  of  the  scene,  though  necessarily  an 
imperfect  one,  may  be  imagined. 

Besides  the  revolt  under  Capt.  Sackett,  which  has  already 
been  mentioned,  and  which  was  so  successfully  carried  out, 
there  have  been  several  escapes,  and  attempts  to  break  the 
prison  ;  a  few  of  which  are  worthy  of  notice. 

Shortly  before  1800,  a  number  of  prisoners  made  their 
escape  by  opening  one  of  the  shafts  which  had  been  filled 


•  In  a  report  made  by  the  overseers  in  ISIO,  it  is  stated  that  the  number  of 
visitors  to  the  prison  \vould-,average  tour  hundred  and  fifty  moiitlily. 
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and,  as  was  siippusLul,  weJI  mh  iucmI  ])y  stonos  .slrongly 
bolted  tui;eLlicr.  It  was  a.  work  ui'  great  lahofj  and  must 
have  l)een  a  loiii^'  wlule  in  progress. 

Ill  J(S()-2,  when  the  keeper  and  nearly  all  the  olTicers  and 
guard  were  sick  and  olF  duty,  the  prisoners,  at  the  time  of 
being  returned  to  the  ca\'erns,  rose  upon  tlie  smal  1  remnant 
of  guard  abh;  to  be  on  drily,  and  attejupted  (o  esc;ip(\  By 
the  ])rojnpt  action  and  indonni,abh'  cijurage,  of  Mr.  Dan 
Forward,  a  private,  and  who  was  mducd  \vi\\i  great  mus- 
cular slr(-ngth,  tlie  prisoners  weresu])dued  and  safely  secured 
imder  (he  halclus.  It  is  supposi'd  lhat  this  revolt  was  ill 
matured,  or  nol  g'enerall}'  known,  for  it  did  not  coiiniiencc 
until  a  large  portion  of  tln^  convicls  had  descendi'd  into  l,he 
caverns,  llad  it  been  well  managed,  it  would,  probabl}^, 
liave  succeeded,  as  the  guard  w;is  too  weak  to  qe.ell.  a  gen- 
eral rebellion  on  an  occasion  like  this. 

Tliere  was  aiU)ther  rebellion  in  J 80(3.  Nearly  ;dl  the 
convicts  ein[)h)yed  in  the  n;iil  slio[>  had  l>een  supjdied  with 
pewter  keys,  with  which  to  unlock  then-  fastenings,  manu- 
factured by  some  very  skilllul  mecbanics  then  in  prison. 
At  a  given  signal,  tlie  convicts  were  to  unlock  the  chains 
wdiich  coniined  them  to  tluui' stat  ions,  and  jnake  a  concerted 
attack  uj)on  the  guaid.  '.riie  signal  was  gi\en — the  men 
rcdi-'ased  tbemsfdves — and  tW(j  of  them  commt  need  (be 
attacl;  by  sitv.ing  the  oilicer  on  duly  so  suddenly  as  to  (b'sable 
him  from  using  his  wea[)('ns  in  deiense.  A  short  scullle 
ensued,  during  wbich  one  of  the  guard,  not  on  duty  in  that 
shop,  ran  to  (lie  place  and  shot  one  ol  tlee  jjng-  leaders,  a 
negro,  dead  upon  the  sj)ol.  'idiis  e\ent  s(j  disbrjirteiied  tbe 
rest  that  they  immediutely  returned  to  iheir  })lacesand  hiu  d 
foi"  mercy. 

In  I  Ik;  h[)ring  of  lS-22,  nearly  all  tln^  prisomns,  tlun 
amount  ing  to  over  one  hundred,  concerted  a  phm  to  o\cr- 
])o\\  i'r  the  guaid  imd  ell'cci  tbeir  e^ca()c.  'i"he  time  -'drclrd 
for  the  altcmj)t  was  during  I  be  (empoi  ary  ab.-;ei;co  u{  (he 
k(  i'per  ;nid  tliree  of  tbe  gunrd  ; — the  loice  iemainiiig  on 
dill)'  Ijcing  loin^teen  persons.  Tliuir  plan  was  to  ha\e  a 
general  risner  in  all  tbe  sho|)s  at  a  gi^■en  si"iial.     Tbe  sii:-- 
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nal  was  given  in  llic  nnil  .sliop,  when  the  atl;ick  coiiiineiiced. 
One  of  the  guard  was  knocked  dow  n  and  his  arms  Kd^en 
iVuni  him,  and  another  was  seized  and  mastered.  Dining 
the  scullle  which  ensued,  a  jeinl'orcement  airived  upon  ihc; 
ground.  'J\\'o  of  the  insurgent^'  weic  shot  at  and  womided, 
tliongh  not  mortally,  wliich  terminated  the  alTiiiy.  There 
was  no  onlhrealv  in  tlie  other  shops — piohahly  ihc  signal 
was  not  heard. 

On  the  night  precedmg  tlie  lemowal  of  the  prisoners  to 
the  new  prison  in  Wethershtdd,  one  of  the  convicts,  hy  tlie 
name  of  Starke}',  was  killed  in  attempting  to  make  his 
escape.  The  shaft,  used  foi-  a  well,  conmnmicatrd  with  om; 
of  the  caverns  al)out  se\enty  feet  hekAv  the  smdai-e  of  the 
earth.  'tdie  top  of  this  shaft  was  well  secured  h\'  a  hatch, 
winch  it  was  mtended  should  he  always  fastened  dow  n  in 
the  inght  season.  On  this  evening,  the  well  was  left  open, 
and,  as  apj)earances  would  indicate,  hy  design.  Slail<ey 
attempted  to  ascend  hy  climhing  the  rope-  nsed  foi-  drawm-g 
water.  In  m;d':ing  the  ascent,  tin.'  rope  hrok'e,  hy  which 
Ik;  w^a.s  precipitated  U)  the  hotlonij  where  he  was  formd 
dead. 

The  convicts,  wliile  at  this  prison,  generally  enjoyed 
goo,d  health..  With  hut  a  single  exce])tion,  which  was 
reyddy  a.ccormted  for  hy  local  causes,  no  contagious  disease 
had  ever  occurieil  here.  The  caverns,  as  a  lodginii'  place, 
were  generally  deemed  conduci\  e  to  health,  'i'hoso  ;il]licted 
with  cutaneous  diseases  weri'  often  cured.  The  teiii jnuaturi; 
was  uniform  at  all  seasons  of  the  yeai,  heing,  as  indicatevl 
hy  tlu^  thermometer,  at  al»oul  tifty-two  degrees. 

'Idle  imuates  of  tliis  prison  formed  a.  motley  group. 
Amongst  them  might  h(>  found  rogues  of  high  ceh'hrity — 
the  niost  hardinied  ;uid  reckless — the  cunning  and  adroit  — 
ami  oi'lon  mechanics  and  artizans  gihed  ^vith  ingi'nuit\'  and 
skill  ol"  a  high  order.  1\  isons  w<dl  edueat(Ml,  with  a  larae 
class  of  the  most  illiterate  and  iK'L^iaded  —  ncjiocs  and 
whites — young  and  old — were  all  to  ho  found  lier*.'  as  com- 
mon associates,  and  gi^nerally  as  heil-hdhtws. 

Some  of  the  prisoners  olitained  a  liigh  rej)utation  for  their 
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roguery.  Oik^,  l»y  iIk;  uanii.'  (.»f  Newiuaii,  piiblislicd  an  ac 
count  of"  Ins  loii^-  cari'or  in  crunt'  ;uul  ni-irfoii-lucakiii:.!  w  liicli, 
if  iruv^  would  (.■ntitlc  liiiu  lo  llic;  Jii!.'li('^(.  rank  aniuiii^'  vil- 
lains. He  was,  at  tmu's,  ([m\v.  successful  in  [)la\'iu^-  olV  liis 
(lc;C('j)( ions.  Wink;  in  tins  |U"is(/n,  bcl'oro  Lis  pnniks  were 
disco\'ci\'(l,  lie  a\ ()iiK'.(l  kikor  lcii,'"nini^- sicl:iicss.  l  ie  couki 
at  aii}^  limi;  raise;  kk)0(l,  winck  kis  allciulanls  sup[)OS(  (l  pro- 
cor-dcd  k'oni  kis:  Ilujl^'s.  Wy  ItUL^uJUi;'  otlic.r  synipnjins  oi'  a 
})uknonai)  decline,  lie  \vm\  stroiigl)'  enHsted  ike  t^\'nipatliy 
of  tke  guru'd,  antl  \v;is  e>:eni])ted  iVoni  laI)oi-.  His  o!)ject 
Avas  to  a^'ert  tkc  vigilance  oi' kis  kee[)ei  s,  and  tln^ri'k)' ellecL 
kis  escape,  lleing  fulled  in  tins,  ke  proceetled  still  luitker 
and  feigneil  lits.  He  {  outlived  to  niannge  tkese  (ricks  so 
W(dl,  tkat  it  was  some  lime  lieloie  tke  det-e]>tion  \vas  dis- 
co\'ered.  .Sui-ceeding  in  none  of  kis  deceptions  practices, 
lie  \\as,  after  all  Ins  Iroulde,  connx-lled  to  ser\  e  out  tke 
term  of  kis  im])risoument.  In  anotluu"  [)rison,  ky  counter- 
leiting  deatli,  ke  came  \  i>ry  lu  ar  eHecting  kises'-ap(^; — at 
k.\ist  it  is  so  stated  in  kis  memoir. 

xVnotker  comict,  ky  name  Park<M",  afti'r  kis  rtdease  from 
prison,  kad  extraordinary  success  ni  d(  cei\  ing  tki'  Avefd>:- 
iiiinded,  k}'  assinning  I  lie  name  and  iilentily  oJ'  pei^iais  w  ko, 
by  long  aksence  from  tkeir  iViends,  were  supposed  l(j 
dead.  Ik'  [)as:^ed,  for  some  time,  as  tke  long  lost  son  of  an 
ageil  [)air3  and,  at  anolker  lime,  im})osed  kimself  u|)<jn  a 
woman  [is  ker  ku>knnd  wko  kad  keen  absent  many  \('ars. 
He  also  at  times  {irelemled  lo  lu'  a  clergyman,  ;nul  kad 
some  success  m  this  braiudi  of  Ins  decej)(i\  ('  career. 

[/risoner  I)}'  tke  name  of  Coison,  after  Ins  disckarge,  in 
lS-?(),  puldisked  an  account  of  ki^  exploiis,  kuni  wkick,  it 
Wtadd  appear,  ikal  Ins  character  for  \  illainy  w  as  widl  earned, 
and  correctly  keslowed, — and.  tkal  the  salety  of  the  public 
requiri  d  -a  jk  rnKnifiil  ai)ode  for  him  in  some  strong  niison. 

Jkit,one  of  the  mosi,  desperak>  and  dangerous  of  the  <;ang 
was  a  con\'ict  ol' I  ke  name  of  Sloan ,  wko,  m  IS-JI ,  w  as  sen- 
tcniced  for  a  long  term  of  years  lor  passing  countei  ieit  money, 
a  large  aiiHuuil  of  wkick  was  also  found  m  Ins  J)o.^session. 
Wkile  in  Hartlord  jail,  before  kis  commitment  to  Newgate, 
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he  ru^arly  oltc'ctud  his  ('S('n[)e  l>y  a  Ixjld  ami  (laiiiiii-  plot. 
Iiuliied  with  cxtraoriliiiary  iiiiiscular  poNwr  and  hcin<.c 
rocklces  and  C()iiiay,(,'()iis,  yet  cool  and  circinii- [x.'ct — h(i 
hccaiiic  otic  of  the  luodt  (hui^crous  nnd  troiddcsoiun  prisoii- 
eis  at  N('\\'y-a(('.  Ilowas  thc^  leader  in  all  insu  i  rec  I  ioUH,  and 
was  kept  in  suhjcction  only  hy  loading  hnn  !iea\'il\-  wilh 
irons.  fn  atteinpling  (o  iii;d-:e  his  escape,  he  ;<(in(  k  down 
one  oC  ihe  gnnrd,  injiii  ing  him  h^exerel)  ,  for  which  0iitr;i..a; 
he  was  snhjected  !o  an  achhtional  lerni  of  impi  isoiunejit. 

'Idle  annaLs  ol"  Newgnti;  lurmLdi  many  incidents  of  an 
inlmesting  character.  Some  of  them,  depending  oji  trach- 
tion,  are  so  inlernnxed  with  fiction  as  to  hecome  nearly  vnl- 
ludess,  and  will  soon  ])ass  into  ohIivi(.in.  A  larger  [Mjitum, 
resting  (jn  hetler  anthoritv,  remain,  and  Inrnisli  a  mass  ui 
inrormation  worthy  of  [)reserva( ion. 

As  a  [)lace  for  criminals,  tliis  prison  ne\'er  fnllv  answered 
the  [)nrposes  mteiiiK'd  hy  the  governmeiil.  'I'he  gnihy 
Aveie  ]\\dccA\  j)ti iihhcd — hn(  rareh\'  ever  rcj'onncd .  ddie  iVee 
interconrse  among  all  (dasses  ol'  oil'enders,  allowed  dnrmg 
iheiiight  season,  was  W(dl  cah  idated  (o  malce  all  adepts  in 
roguery,  and  hetler  fnted  than  ever  I'ora  new  career  in  crime, 
wdien ,  a(  the  t(rnn  rial  ion  id"  imprisonment,  I  hey  should  again 
mix  w  ith  the\\a)rld.  No  system,  aiming  at  the  reformation 
of  an  oil'eiider,  coidd  he  woi'se  lhau  this.  Under  snch  a 
schoolings  reformation  coidd  liardiy  he  e\()ected  ; — it  cer- 
tainly was  ne \er  reali'/ed  to  any  consideraide  extent,  h'ew, 
if  ail)-,  hd't  the  prison  hetler  men,  or  more  la\  ()r;dily  dispo- 
sed (o  re.iard  the  rights  of  societ),  or  ohey  ils  laws.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  convicts  left  the  prisiiU  nu)re  liaidentMl, 
ami  more  disposed  ihan  ever  to  engiige  in  new  crinnnal 
enter[)rin's,  and  with  a  helter  knew  h dge  ol'  the  nianner  hotii 
of  connnillm'.';  cnens'es,  and  ev  ading  detection. 

'i'he  stale  ha\  ni'.r  elected  a  nev/  j)ri.-on  al  Wei  he :  sfieJd , 
which  was  com[dete(l  in  Se[)tend)er  1827,  all  llie  prisoners 
rem;uinng  were  remo\'e;l  from  Newgate  to  this  piioon  en  tiie 
3l)l!i  of  (hat  meruli  ; — a  few  oi"  them  ha\  inii  pre\  iewi  ly  heen 
taken  oiil  lo  wor's  on  ila:  new'  {)ri:>on. 

The  r)eis()ns  ;  .uxinUiMl  (irrrsit'rs  of  the  nii-eifi.  iVmiu  if.. 
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fust  estahlisliiiient,  were, — Eiasiiis  WolcoLt,  Josiali  Bisseli, 
Jonatli;in  Iluuipliry,  Asaliel  Ildlcoiiil),  James  Forward, 
Matthew  Griswold,  Uoi^er  N('\vl)iiry,  Joliii  Tieiulwell,  Pliny 
•Hillyer,  Samuel  Wuodrull',  Martin  Sheldon,  lleuhen  Darker, 
Jonathan  Pettihone  Jr.  and  Thomas  K.  l^ra^'e. 

Keepers: — Jolin  Viets,*  Peter  Cnrli^s,  Major  Keultcn 
Jlamphre)s,  Col.  '{'homas  Slieldon,  Salmon  (dark,  Charles 
Washl)inn,  Klam  Tidier,  Alexander  II.  Griswold  and 
Andrew  Denison. 


*  ]\Ir.  Vii'ls,  wlio  was  aiiixiiiiled  bv  ilic  (ItMK'ial  Asscinlily,  rot^i^nctl  in 
177o.  From  this  liiiu',  until  ll^'l,  tlic  ollioc  lu'ki  by  a  luiiiibcr  dl'  per- 
sons,— tlio  keopir  being  tlio  oliirl'  nllictT  of  th<.'  gn.ud  Itir  thr  1  i iin;  b(jin;j,. 
tlncU'r  iho  new  act  of  I7',)i),  tlic  lvfe|)cr.s  wore  a|i[)iiinted  b)  tho  overseers. 
Mr.  Curtiss  was  tlie  lirst  one  uj>|Kiinti.'il  at'ler  this  tiine. 


CArTIVITY  OF  DANIEL  HAYES, 


BY  THE  1NJ31ANS. 


In  tiie  fall  of  1707,  Daniel  Hayes,  at  the  age;  of  twenty- 
IlWo  yctus,  was  lakcii  by  the  Iiuliaiis  and  carried  caj)tive  into 
Carjada.  lie  resided  at  Salmon  })rook,  now  tin;  ci-nlral  }>arL 
of  (jiranby,  which,  being  at  that  time  the  northern  point  of 
i5et(lement  in  the  town,  wlis  peculiarly  exposed  to  suilden 
invasions  by  the  Indians.  The  circumstances  atteiuhng-  this 
transaction,  as  preserved  by  tradition,  are  as  follows.  ^ 

Some  two  or  three  years  bei'ore  Hayes  was  taken,  he  was 
at  a  house-raising  in  Weatange,  when,  \  ery  inconsidiMately, 
and  oiit  of  mere  A\'anton  sporl,  he  cut  olf  the  tail  of  a  dog- 
belonging"  10  an  Indian,  wdio,  a  stranger  and  entirely 
unknown,  lun)})ened  to  be  i)resent.  The  master  oJ  the  dog-, 
though  he  uttered  no  com])laint,  mamfested  such  emotions 
of  ill  will  and  revenge,  that  Hayes,  before  they  separated, 
de(Myied  it  prud<>nt  for  himself  to  attt;mpt  lo  pacify  him. 
He  sought  therefore  a  reconciliation,  by  proposing  lo  drink 
together,  and  ollt-red,  moreover,  reparation  Jbr  (lie  injury. 
But  the  Indian  rejected  all  ovL-rtujes,  ami  left  the  ground, 
evidently  in  a  suil)''  and  unreconciled  mood  of  mind,  and, 

*'l'hc  uv.Ucri.ils  Iriuu  wliich  this  •.iccoiiiit  is  C')in|iilcel,  wcro  ul;li'_:ini' ly  lu- 
iiiunlcit'M  tn  tlu-  .nillmr  I,;,  S.'.iiiih  l  II.  \VM,Hliuir  ami  Anion  II.  1  l.)lc,)ni!t 
ivMj'is,  i.t' ( ;r;ihli>.     Ol'  Uw  LMiiciiil  .  -ir.  .  ^,1  th,-  navr.ilivc,  )m;  i .  a-,(iiial,lc 

(li.iilit  <'aii  lii.'  tM,tri-laiiif(i, — as  ll.i;  (aft-.  Iia\c  Ikcu  dci-ntMl,  in, I  lr(,ia  tlio 

d.'sci'inlauls  ol'  .\lr.  I  lay(;s,  l«al  ahti  In.iii  soviTal  aut'd  |/c(i|ilr,  alLur  wliuni 
conem-  in  tlit-u-  slJlL-iiiuiiti  n-uanlin-;'  llir^  mam  and  iiii('()i-taul  iVaturus  ol'  the 
n-ai. sac-lion. 
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pi(^b;ibly,  willi  iiiiilice  and  revenue  (lee))l\  impressed  upon 
liis  lieait.  Nolliiiii^-  aAerWcOHls  Iteiii^-  liciird  of  llie  Indian 
or  his  doi^-,  (lie  circunis(anc(^,  in  ;i  ^lioiT  lime,  il'  in)t  i'urgol,- 
bMiy  became^  nnheedetl.  _P)n(,  the  evcjnis  uliich  IbUoVv''  were 
.sup|)»;sed  to  r(^sult  IVnin  tliis  aflalr.  ' 

v)n  (he  eveninij;  l)eiore  hi;^  ca[)lvir(\,  there  Avas  a  corn  hiisk- 
iiiL^'  ]>arty  ;it  tin;  house  ofMr.  Hayes,  when,  in  th(!  eoiii'se  of 
con\ er:  ation,  he  lemarked  that  eaily  in  the  ensniny  morn- 
ing', he  shouh!  endeavor  to  find  his  horse,  wln'ch  was  Ired- 
ini^-  in  the  I'ore.sts,  ami,  as  su[)i;oM'd,  wester]  \'  of  tlie  sedh-- 
ni'mt.  Tins  conversation,  ;is  apjX'LUS  iVoni  the  seijiad,  was 
overheard  hy  Indians,  wlio  were,  a(  tliat  linio,  InrlaoL';  ah(ji!t 
tlie  h(»nse,  aiel  who,  it  is  sii|ip(*sed,  Irom  ihe  informa.tion 
thus  ohtamed,  dem  ised  their  phnis  ot"  operation  for  (he  ne\t 
morniiej;. 

Aher  the  family  had  retired  and  were  ash-ep,  (In^y  were 
aw  akened  hy  the  harlanu' of  their  df-Lj-,  Avhich  m;nnles(cd  :■() 
nnich  rmeasiness  as  to  induce  Mr.  Hayes  to  lea\e  his  l)ed, 
and,  w  i(h  his  dog^,  to  seek  for  tiie  canse.  Snpposinir  the; 
distiir'oance  (o  liave  pioceeded  from  (he  incnrsion  of  cattle 
in(o  tlie  corn-fudd  contignons  (o  his  lujiisc,  (an  oitliiiary 
occjirrcnce  in  llnjse  days,)  and  Ihiding  i(,  nnmolested,  he 
again  songht  repose  in  sleep.  But  (ho  dog  continued  rest- 
i\'e,and  plainly  made  known,  hy  liis  condnct,  that  (her(;  was 
soinething  wrong  in  the  neighhoi  hood  of  the  honse. 

The  n(\\t  morning-,  at  an  early  hour,  i\\v.  Hayes,  taking' 
widi  him  a  hridle,  })roceeded  in(o  the  forests  to  limi  his 
horse.  His  route  led  him  to  pa:->  S(oney  Hill,  a  riilge  of 
laud  slre(ching  nor(h  and  south  ahoul  ei;._'lity  rods  westerly 
of  Salmon  hrook  street.    Upon  turning  round  the  south  })oint 

" '^i'luis  l;'i)c.s  ilie  story.  lUit  the  ;uU1i(M'  musL  I»r  -.illinvcd  to  say,  for  liiin- 
stll',  thai  111-  \-vv\  iiiucli  tloiihts  wholht'r  thi,^  atluir  ha.l  anvtliin:;-  to  w  ilh  ihc 
Ca|4iiro  d"  lla;,.'-^,  whu  h  to,,k  phu-c  soiu.'  _\cars  a  It  .Tw  .ir.  is.  Tlio  I,uli;'iis,  it 
is  l.iM'W  11,  w  i'w  iii.-iii  (1  to  <\\i:\\  (imls  !)y  tho  I  'riMich  in  tViiKula.,  to  w  lioiri 
ttir\  CM  lit  (1  thoir  .M|'ti\ r<,  aii,l  li)  \s  Ik.ih,  .i-  i^  Mij.p.  .sni,  t  iif\  wrrr  r.  ■  w  ,i  rilc(  I 
for  thr  S!T\  ice.  The  iiioro  current  su  |  ipo^i  t  ii 'ii  piolialily  i-,  that  llic  captors 
cam.;  iiitn  this  woaiv  suUli'liU'iit ,  to  ^ic/.i/  curs  nll  aiiv  |nTMai  \n  lio  lo ii:ht 
he-  llirowii  ill  ihoir  \\  a\ ,  and  that  llic_\  'a.iu[i1  lia'.c  I, hen  a--  roadily  aii^  oihcr 
person  as  lh\\cs,  if  an  opportuiiit;. ,  eiiually  as  la\oral)h-,  liad  occurreil. 
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of  this  hill,  \w.  Wdiscv/.cd  i)y  ihrec  1  luhiuis,  who  s])rnng'  \i\)()n 
hiiu  iVoni  amhiisli  \vh(MC  they  h;icl  secrctiM]  l hciiisel  \ 
iVuni  view.  So  .siuhlfiily  and  iiiuvxpccttH]!)'  cniwn  this 
allack  upon  Hayes,  llial.  he  was  deprived  oi'  all  j)o\v'ei-  lo 
make  resistance,  or  e\'eii  any  alLenipL  lo  esciijie.  One 
Indian  sej/ed  hini  hy  the  lhrt»at — another,  en|()nied  silence 
h\-  puttinL^  a  hand  over  his  mouih — whilst  the  elhei',  with  a 
!oni;dia\\lv  raised  over  his  head,  enrorced  ohedienee  and 
snl)inission.  'i'hey  iinniediattdy  l)oinid  his  hands  at  his 
hack,  with  the  ihroat-hitch  of  the  hi  idle,  and,  Avith  their  ca])- 
tive,  hastily  iefl  the  [)lacc',  taking-  their  course  in  a  northern 
direction. 

iVnother  account  slates  that  Hayes  was  acc-ompn nied  hy  a 
Mr.  Lanison,  who,  heing  an  a<;ije  and  athletic  man,  oiuian 
the  Indians  and  ellected  his  escape — that  the  niunher  of 
Imlians,  helonij'ing-  to  the  l)aity,  amounted  to  live  or  more; 
and  that  the.  transaction  was  witnessed  hy  a  Mrs.  Holcomh, 
wile  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  llolcomh,  who  was  in  llie  ti(  Ids 
that  morihn'4'  milkini;-,  hiil  who,  from  considerations  rcdatin^'- 
to  her  own  safet)',  was  deleried  from  returning-  home,  or 
givini^-  an  alarm,  until  the  Indians  with  their  captives  had 
h'ft  the  place. 

Very  soon,  however,  the  usual  alarm  w^as  spread,  and  a 
forc(^  was  raised  suflicient  to  mak'e  pursuit.  Immediate 
ellorL  was  made  to  relieve  the  captive,  and  punish  the 
agi^ressors.  And  notice  of  the  calanuty  havinu'  keen  sent 
to  Windsor,  a  huger  force  came  from  that  town  to  the 
rescue.  The  rout(i  taken  hy  the  Indians  was  foun/l  and 
traced,  and,  at  times,  the  marks  of  their  tracks  ap])eared  so 
fresh,  thai  sti-ong  hopes  were  entertained  of  o\'ei taking- 
ihem.  Ihit,  their  superior  cunnijn;'  m  such  exploits,  \\h\i 
tlndr  tleetness  in  p;issin_g'  throiiiih  the  \\  ildeiness,  en-iiJed 
them  to  avoid  their  j)ursuers,  ;uul  escape  with  then-  prisoner. 

In  the  mean  lime  Ihiycs,  l.iiowing-  that  any  s\]ii|.tiimv  (;l 
laLi'gin'i-  on  his  p;irt  would  [)rohahly  cost  him  Ins  life-,  and 
sup[)osing',  moreover,  that  in  no  event  would  his  emptors,  if 
closely  pursued,  suller  him  lo  live,  exerted  himseil'  lo  keep 
up  with  them.    And  hesotni  loiiml  he  (-oidd  do  this  u  ithoiit 
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imicli  rati^iK^,  I'or  lii.'  was  loliur^t,  ;ui(l  ace iL^touKMl  to  such 
lri!V('!i!iLi'.  On  one  occaj^ioii,  (hiniiLi"  tliis  joiii-iioy,  wlion  his 
coni[!anioiis Avi.^licd  (o  test,  liis  ll('('tiK'Ss,  lu3  oiitsi i  ip[)C(l  iIk.'Iii 
^0  f;ir  that  llicy  were  on  the  peinl  of  thooling-  liini  l<»  >lo]) 
his  proLirt^s.-^.  Jle  miuht  then  ha\(;  e^^capi'il,  as  he  atler- 
wanh^  if  he  had  hail  his  thoughls  ahout  hijn." 

On  the  iii'sl  nig'ht  after  his  caplnre,  the  parly  enc;iinj)ed 
at.  the  foot  of  Sodoni  mountain.  was  secured  ihuiu'^-  the 

rni^ht,  h}^  heiiiL,^  placed  upon  liis  back,  v/illKoach  aim  and 
aiude  strouLrly  fastened  to  a  sa[)lni^',  and  w  il.li  sticivs  so  cross- 
ing' !iis  hody  as  to  l.-e  hiin  u[}on  hy  an  Inihan  on  eaidi  side, 
lie  {)ass('(l  niosl  of  the  nigdits,  hoinid  in  (his  manner,  ihning 
his  hmi;-  marcli  to  Canada.  On  the  second  day,  llie  pJO'ty 
ci<)ss('<l  Connecticut  river,  Ity  fordiuL''  and  .swiinmin^,  and 
i  j-eiit  the  ei^suing' night  al  the  1i:ise  of  Mount  lJol\<>i^e. 

In  this  manner,  they  proceeded  Irom  clay  to  day,  up  tlie 
\  alley  of  Conneclicut  river- ami  thiough  tlie  w  ihl.'i  nc  ^s,  on 
their  route  to  Canada.  jMany  incidents  occurred,  which 
llayes  used  (o  relate.  One  evcming;,  tlie  little  siivages. 
behinging  to  a  village  ^vhere  the  party  had  sli)pj)ed, 
annoyed  him  hy  iicLling-his  feel  as  he  lay  helore  a  lire  w  ilh 
Ins  aims  pinioned  as  usuul.  ue;niiig  ihis  annoyaiu'e  as 
h/ng  as  hisiiatience  would  allow,  he  attcmi;l('d  lo  get  ral  ef 
Ins  tormentors  hy  using  his  Icet  in  sr If-deleiise — during 
which  process,  some  of  them  were'  kicked  into  the  tire,  l  ie 
exi)e'cte(i  nothing-  short  of  rleath  fur  this  aggression,  hut  was 
agreeahly  surprised  when  the  fathers  (d'  the  hurnt  childn  n, 
msU'inl  of  oll'ering  violence,  ])a.lted  him  cai  his  shoulders  and 
exclaimed     huon  !  "  '"■ 

They  were  nearly  thirty  da^cj  en  tins  journe)',  during  all 
which  time  ihe  sud'erings  of  poor  IL13  es  wi  re  excessi\'e,  and 
almost  without  ii.iermission.  Suhji-cted  t(;  hard  toil  ihrougli 
each  day,  wiili  no  sustenance  saAe  \\hat  the  loic^ls  and 
iiVers  furmsheil.  and  depriN  .  il  i'A  night  of  re.-l,  hy  tht^  man- 

Vi'tril  I'l/i,  ii-^itl   i-ii  ilii.-;  (»rr, i^mii  to    \  [m  r>  >    i  -  m 'b-.U'iu.     '!  Ik; 

ijoi'Un  I'll  lii(liiiri>,  lit.  tl'.i:-;  tiiiiL',  \\       ill  the  <.il' UMiiu  .1  lew  \\  ui  il.s  iluri \  nl 
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niM-  of  binclini^'  liis  limbs,  lie  had  th.il,  to  siislaiii  wliicli,  in 
most  casos,  would  \\iivv  bronchi  tbo  siilloicr  to  l.bc  i^ravc. 
J)iiL  ria3^('a,  il'  h(!  must  be  a  victim,  dctcimitu'd  lliat  lie  at 
least  w'oidd  not  volimtai  ily  corilribiitc  to  hasten  tbc  saciilice. 
He  possessed  that  happy  l'acuh\'of  making',  at  all  times,  the 
best  of  his  conthtion.  Ilis  chem  l'ulness,  thoii<^h  assumed — 
his  ability  to  endure  fatigiu3  and  hardships — and  hisap()arent 
.stoical  indirierv'uce  to  his  fate,  secured  the  <i;ood  o})iniou  of 
his  comrades,  and  tended  to  lighten  his  burdens,  and,  possi- 
bly, to  [)rolong  his  life'.  Indulgence  in  desptaulency  coidd 
bring-  no  r(dier,  and  would,  as  he  wvW  knew,  but  ren(!cr 
more  bitter  I  he  ciq)  of  his  aillictions.  lie  very  wisely  thei  c  - 
I'ore  madci  uj)  his  mind  ''to  nudse  a  virtue  of  necessity,"  by 
sul>mitting  with  tbe  l»est  possn)le  grace  to  that  f.ite  w  hicii 
he  loo  well  i;new  a\v  a!leLl  him. 

The  [ndian-.  told  him,  on  the  journey,  of  their  lying' 
about  liis  ii(Hiso  on  the  night  before  he  was  taken,  ami  oi' 
l\i()\v  overhearing"  the  C(jnversatiou  relating  to  his  JutiMition 
to  proceed,  on  the  next  morniiig,  iwii)  the  wilderness  to  lind 
his  horse  ;  which  information,  thus  obtained,  induced  them 
to  lie  in  wait  at  vStoney  hill  in  order  to  capture  him. 

When  the)  arrived -at  the  great  imlian  encam[)nient  on 
the  borders  of  Canada,  the  prisontir  was  delivereil  over  to 
(be  conned  of  the  nation,  to  be  disposed  of  as  tbe\  should 
adjudge.  By  their  decision,  he  w  as  doomed  to  undeigo  the 
painful  ordeal  of  j-inmimji'  the  ij^duullct.^^  Ijeing  stripped 
to  his  skin,  and  annointetl  according'  to  custom,  he  com- 
menced tlu^  course;  and  af"ler  many  llag-ellations  and  li;ud 
knoclvS  rec(nv(;d,  when  aj)[)r()aching'  near  the  end  of  the 
line,  being  exhausted  ami  faint,  lie  bolted  from  the  course  to 
avoid  a  Idow  from  an  uipraiseil  war  club,  and  sought  safety 
by  llemng"  into  a  wigwain,  at  the  dooi  of  which  sat  a  suj)er- 
annuated  and  iniirm  scpiaw.  He  ^\';ls  ])ursued,  but  the. 
s(pia\\'  proclaimed  the  bouse  sacred,  and  its  inmates  pro- 
tected from  injur)'.  Wy  her  intercession,  and  (  "specially  b\' 
the  de-rerence  patid  to  a  place  thus  sanctilied  ai'Cordiiig  to  the 
riles  (jf  Indian  superstition,  the  apj)etil(i  of  the  savage 
for  blood  was  stayed." 
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Tlio  y(|na\v,  wliose  liii.sl)a!id  and  only  sou  ]\iu\  fallen  in 
war,  chiinicd  the  caplivii,  and  ad()j)lod  liini  as  lior  son. 
8ii(j  was  destitute,  and  so  inliini  as  to  be  nnable  lo  walk. 
Hayes,  in  addition  to  minor  dnties,  was  conipidled  to  |)ro\  ide 
lor  lier  sustenance  and  fuid.  He  administered  to  her  ^\  ants, 
and  devoted  lo  her  (he  k'indest  Jittentions,' — and  sht;,  in 
relui  n,  evinced  her  i^'ratitude,  1,))'  callini^  him  her  sun  /  He 
]i\ed  in  this  family  ahoiit  live,  years;  and  although,  during' 
tliis  time,  lic^  faied  heltei',  perha[)s,  than  most  liidian  cap- 
lives,  yet  existence,  in  his  then  condition,  hail  for  him  Imt 
few  cliaims,  ami  the  futme  unveiled  in  his  view  no  cheering 
prospect.  He  was  in  Itondage,  compelled  to  a(lo[)l  the 
cushjuis  and  modes  of  lil'e  of  savriL>es.  aiul  was  (le])rived  of 
almost  every  comfort  deemed  ne<'es^ai"3' hy  ci\  ili'/ed  ])eople. 
fiesid.'S,  he  could  entertain  no  reas(miil)ie  hope  of  heiiig 
restored  to  his  home  and  kimh'ed — and  more  ihan  all,  his 
life  w  a>>  at  the  mercy,  wd)ijn,  or  cap/rice,  of  savage  masters. 

One  of  the  tasks  im[)0sed  upon  him,  in  the  w  inter  season 
was  to  draw  upon  a  sled  his  Indian  mother  to  such  places 
as  she  ^\■ished  lo  visit,  ami  especial ly  to  the  feasisaud  coun- 
cil assemhlages  of  her  tril)e.  Upon  occiisiou  of  a  dog 
feast,"  which,  by  the  iisagesof  her  j)eople,  all  were  eA'[)ected 
to  altend,  he  proceeded  with  her,  in  this  mannei-,  until, 
a-.cend,ing  a  liiU  which  was  steep  and  slippery,  he  Ibiind  his 
strength,  when  put  to  its  utmost  pouHM-,  barely  aiUnpiale  to 
mahe  any  lieadw^ay.  By  persevt'rance  and  exertion  how- 
(.'ver,  he  wasenal)led  to  reach  nearly  the  sunmiil  of  the  hill, 
\v'heii  he  slipped  and  fell  ;  and  (nthrr  by  design,  or  inability 
to  hold  on,  left  the  sled,  with  its  mortal  load,  to  iind  the 
boltomof  the  declivil y  Avithoul.  a  [)ilot — secrell)  wishing,  no 
doubt,  that  her  appetite  for  riding  would  he  cured  by  thi^ 
tiij).  In  this  j)erilous  advem ure,  I  he  sK/d  struck  a  stump 
jiear  the  foot  of  the  hill,  which  capsized  the  sipiaw,  who 
was  Si^'veridy  injured  by  the  fall.  Whellier  an  accident  or 
not,  Hayi'S  professed  much  sorrow  for  th«'  disaslei',  and 
iiiaua^i'il  the  alfair  so  adroitl)  ,  that  he  escapi'd  ewry  niipu- 
tation  of  l>lame,  and  contuiued  to  retain  the  <  oiiiidence  and 
U'ood  oj)inion  of  the  Indians. 
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Sliortly  after  this  event,  \n\  was  !:M)id  to  ;i  Fronrliiuau  in 
Montreal,  tlirong-li  tlie  a<^eucy,  it  is  said,  of  a  Papist  priest. 
His  new  master  was  kind,  and  allowed  liini  many  of  the 
necessarit^s,  witli  some  of  the  hixnries,  of  bfe,  of  which  he 
had  heen  so  long  depri\  ed.  Learning*  that  Hayes  u  as  hy 
trade  a  wea\er,  he  started  him  in  this  Ijnsiness,  and  L>y 
allowing  him  a  share  of  tlie  profits,  J layes  was  enahled,  in 
the  conrse  of  ahont  two  years,  to  earn  money  enongli  to 
])nrchase  his  freedom.  The  good  Frenclnnan  not  only 
emanci[)ated  him,  hnt  sn[)|)lied  him  with  (dollieST  i)rovisions, 
and  a  half  hreed  gnide  to  comhict  him  saJely  through  the 
warring  trihcs  on  Ids  jonrney  lionieward.  The  guide  i)r<i- 
ceeding  with  him  as  far  as  Mount  Holyoke,  ])olnled  out  to 
Inm  the  smokes  of  his  friends,  the  pale  faces,"  wished  him 
a  happy  rL'turn  to  his  fann'ly,  and  (h^parted,  in  another  diice- 
tion,  to  Av^eiul  his  way  hack  to  Canada.  In  ahont  t  wenty-live 
days  jil'ter  leaving  Montreal,  Hayes  had  the  hapjjiness  to 
reacli  his  home,  and  to  exchange  hearty  greetings  and  con- 
gratnlations  with  his  friends,  to  whom  he  appeared  almost 

as  one  raised  from  the  dead." 

Tinis,  after  an  altsence  of  ahont  seven  years,  (he  ca[)tive 
was  restored  to  freedom,  a  honn;  and  a, happy  circle  of  rela- 
tives and  iViends.  He  had  heard  notliing  from  his  fannly 
since  his  ca[)Iure,  nor  had  they  received  any  tichngs  of  him, 
though  they  either  knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  suppose, 
that  h(3  had  Ix^en  taken  ami  carried  oil"  \)y  the  Indians.  His 
iriends  had  llattered  themselves,  for  a  long  while,  that  he 
would  he  spared  to  retnrn  to  thiMn,  Init  his  long  ahsence  had 
extingnished  every  vestige  of  hoin^.,  and  lie  Imd  for  some 
time  l)(^en  given  up  as  lost. 

With  buoyant  spirits,  renovated  courage  and  misliaken 
resolution,  he  si.^t  himself  to  (he  task  of  making  \\[)  for  the 
lost  time  he  had  spent  w  ith  the  Indians.  His  const  i(u( ion, 
naturally  io!>ust,  had  sulfcred  nothmg  h}'  his  long  capti\  i(y, 
and  his  amhition  had  lo^t  none  of  its  lire.  He  luanird, 
settled  dow  n  uj)on  a  I'arm,  and  within  a  short  time,  became 
a  thriving  agriculturist.  In  1720,  he  built  a  house  w  hich 
is  now  standing,  and  is  the  ohk^st  hnilding  in  town.    It  i^ 
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situated  on  the  cast  side  of  Snliaon  brook  street,  in  the  lower 
or  soiUh(M'ii  })art  of  the  street,  and  is  at  ])resent  owned  by 
Mr.  Henry  (Jillett.  In  this  bouse  religions  meetings  were 
li(>.ld  dnring"  some  four  or  five  years  before  the  erection  of 
the  fnst  meeling-bouse  in  that  society,  in  1743. 

J\lr.  Hayes  l)ecame  a  pronrinent  citizen,  was  often  em- 
})loycd  in  civil  allairs,  and  during-  many  years,  was  a  pillar 
in  the  cbm-ch  at  Salmon  brook,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
at  its  organization.  He  lived  to  see  (he  inf  mt  settlement, 
so  long"  exposed  to  Indian  barbarities,  a  populous  village, 
with  no  crafty  enemy  to  disturb  its  repose,  and  strong-  enough, 
had  dang-er  existed,  to  protect  its  inhabitants  from  plunder 
or  ca])ture.  But,  long-  before  his  death,  all  Indian  ditlicul- 
ties  had  ceased. 

He  died  in  1756,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  was  burietl 
in  the  cemetery  at  the  nortli  eird  of  the  village.  A  red  free- 
stone monument  marks  the  spot  of  his  last  resting-place,  on 
which  is  inscribed  the  following  epitaph  : 

HKKK  MKS,  YE  BODY  OF 

M  R  .    D  A  N  I      L    II  A  Y     S  , 

Who  served  his  Generation  in  steady  course  of  Probity  and  Piety, 
and  was  a  h)ver  of  Peace,  and  God's  Public  Worship  ; 
And  beini;  salislied  wilii  J>oni^  lil'e, 
lelt  this  worhl  with  a  Condbrlable  Hope  of  life  Eternal, 
Sept.  3d,  1751;, 
in  }e  71  year  of  his  Ai;e. 
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